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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


[KANALR TO INCREASE TEHRAN-DUBAL FLIGHTS 
GP281144 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 28 Oct 83 p 2 


{Text} The waiting period for getting a confirmed seat on a flight to Iran, 
which on occasions has been as long as ten weeks, is expected to be sharply 

reduced with the introduction from October 30 of an additional Iranair {jumbo 
147 flight between Dubai and Tehran. 


According to the airline's new winter schedule the additional flight will 
raise the number of weekly flights between the UAE and Iran to 10. Three of 
these would operate as Dubai-Tehran teminators, another three Dubai-Shiraz, 
two Dubai~Bandar Abbas and one Sharjah-Bandar Abbas. Except for the one to 
Abi: Dhabi, all flights would be on wide-body aircraft. 


Travel trade sources say the induction of an extra jumbo jet service would 
partly answer a long-felt need for greater seat capacity on the route served 
only by Iranair. The need has been particularly apparent since early last 
year when the Iranian Government introduced a liberalised personal imports 
scheme which entitled Iranians working abroad to bring home with them every 
six months sundry goods for both personal use and tale in the market. The 
acheme, which reduced the state's import burden while increasing local 
avallability of capital and consumer goods, led to a substantial increase 

in the volume of passenger and cargo traffic to Iran. 


However, as the sole carrier on the route, Iranair with its limited capacity 
has been hard put to meet demand. Traffic has been especially dense on routes 
connecting the lower Gulf with Iranian cities. 


Travel trade sources say this has been because the airline's frequencies 
elsewhere have been fewer go that a lot of traffic has had to be directed from 
the upper Gulf to UAF airports where Lran-bound passengers take convenient 
connecting flights. 


besides having greater number of frequencies, UAE airports have the advantage 
for Iranian of closer proximity to Bandar Abbas, the seaport where the bulk 

of personal imports are consigned, particularly from the redistribution markets 
of Dubal. Bandar Abbas, a bare 15 minutes flying time from Dubal, besides 
being the point of clearance for imports consigned by ship, has also developed 
into a centre for local redistribution of goods. 











Considering the backlog of bookings for Iran-bound travel, the volume of 
traffic has been fairly consistent over the past year except for an initially 
puzzling aspect--the number of arrivals at Dubai airport from [ran have been 
twice the departures. For example, in September there were 6,162 departures 
and over 12,000 arrivals. 


Travel trade sources said this was not because more people were arriving from 
Iran than leaving from there but simply because a great number of Iranians 
especially those taking home heavy consumer durables for commercial disposal 
travelled to their country along with the goods by launch, and returned by 
air. A flight back to their place of work was preferred not oniy because 

it was quicker but also because it is cheaper--the currency factor favours 
ticket purchase in Iran rather than in Dubai. 


Travel trade sources said the additional jumbo jet service should place 
around 1,500 extra seats on the route to Iran while the aircraft's immense 
cargo carrying capacity should also clear very soon the freight backlog 
that has been piling up in recent weeks. 


CSO: 4400/47 











INTEPNATLONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


AMF LOAN TO SYKILA--4bu Dhabi, 25 Oct (WAKH)--The Abu Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund {AMF} today granted a loan of $9.6 million to Syria. The loan will be 
used for boosting and facilitating trade exchansye between Syria and the 

fund's 19 member states, in addition to financing Syria's trade deficit. The 
agreement was signed by Sa'id al-Ghubash, president of the AMF, and 

Dr Na'im al-Sha'ir from the Syrian Central Bank. (Summary] (GF271221 Manama 
WAKH in English 1525 GMT 25 Oct 83 GF] 
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ALGERIA 


CALINET DECISIONS ON ECONOMIC POLICY REPORTED 
Development Targets Announced 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Oct 83 p 2 


_Text | Chadli Benjedid, President of Algeria 
and head of the FLN Party, presided at a neet- 
ing of the full cabinet to review the 1954 
Plan. 


In its organizational aspects, the Plan calls essentially for the 
following: 


~~ Stepping up action already undertaken in the areas of planning 
and data handling, reorganization of the management system, and 
economic decentralization. 


-- Upgrading the efficiency of the productive apparatue, with 
particular emphasis on better adaptation of its products to the 
needs of the economy by means of enhanced economic cooperation and 
improved performance on the part of the supply and distribution 

sy stem. 


-- pursuing greater depth in procedures for better adaptation of 
the instruments available for state intervention into the areas of 
fiscal policy, credit policy, regulation of the banking system, of 
prices and wages, and the ordanization of foreign trade. 


-~- establish conditions for organizing and implementing organiza- 
tional measures and action of various kinds designed to enhance 
development, which will be undertaken over the course of the com- 
ing 1954-k959 5-Year Plan. 


In the planning area, the year 1984 will be marked by clearer ar- 
ticulartion of the Plan at the level of its various sections, par- 
ticularly supply programs and financing plans which should be more 
Closely integrated with investment and production programs. 


In this view, production planning should be specifically informed 
by the objectives of keying production to the real needs of the 
economy. This objective assumes a more accurate assessment of the 
requirements and conditions of production, a better fit between 
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production and the assets to be committed, and better intra- and 
inter-sector coordination of production programs among branches 
of industry. The truly urgent action required in this context 
lies in establishing permanent, workable relations among produc- 
tion, supply, and distribution companies and development agencies. 


At the enterprise level, the production plan should be viewed as 
the tool of choice in management and development of coordination 
and planned relations. 


As for investment, efforts to speed up the rate of investment are 
expected, based primarily on broader mobilization of national and 
local investment capacity and thorough mastery of costs and sche- 
duling. Such intensification presumes greater articulation of 
the volume of investments, to key them more precisely to actual 
assimilation capacity, both in funding and in size, and better 
equipment and supply to working construction sites. 


Stimulating Realization of Investments 


In this view, the development and standardization of contracts- 
to-program, optimal definition of enterprise work loads, comple- 
tion and implementation of the new regulations covering public 
investment, and intensification of port facilities and transport 
systems are by their very nature stimuli to investment. 


In the area of data control, marked progress is anticipated in 
1954, in the direction of completion of the national plan for the 
development of economic data defined in 19%}. 


As a part of this, the first priority will be to get current data 
circuits functioning properly by means of assigning greater re- 
sponisibilty in that area to the specialized data management struc- 
tures at all levels and through expanding management capabilities 
and equipment. In second place comes new impetus to the genera- 
tion of information on national production and integrating that 
information into the planning process by means of preparing 
status reports within the time frames and in the forms already 
promulgated. Lastly, it is important to provide the conditions 
requisite to implementation in the medium term of master plans 
for the generation of economic statistics and data programming 

at the level of each sector and each wilaya. 


Further, in the area of regional development, 1934 wili mark a 
major phase in implementation of the decentralization policy and 
in the conditions for enabling local authorities to handle local 
development efforts. The idea, during this second year of the 
1950-19454 development Plan, is to complete implementation of some 
major ideas and measures initiated over the past few years, all 
designed to consolidate means for intervention and to ensire 
broader participation of regional and local echelons in defining 
implementation of national development plans. 


\? 








In connection with reorganization of public enterprises, it will 

be completed by the beginning of 19%4, as evidenced by the emer- 
gence of the new companies emerging from the restructuring pro- 
cess. Still to be done will be extension of the action already 
undertaken in the way of permanent installation of their head- 
quarters and middle management personnel, the issuance of new ta- 
bles of organization highlighting the shift of all management func- 
tions to the unit, and closing the gap between jobs and persons on 
the payroll. 


At the same time, management systems designed to encourage automa- 
tion of management now vested in the production units should be 
defined and implemented gradually. 


In this way, the coming year will see completion of the finan- 
cial restructuring operatiou for ali enterprises involved. Com- 
panies whose tinancial restructuring files were approved during 
1953 must make a start in 19%4 at their initial internal measures 
for improving and mastering management functions, with the under- 
standing that the medium-term financial stability of the company 
will continue to be tied very closely to the efficacity of its own 
actions. 


Lastly, insofar as concerns the private sector, 19%4 should bring 
to truition the efforts undertaken in the sector, particularly 
through indirect orientation measures (credit, taxation, pricing, 
etc. ) ° 


Similarly, next year will see the adoption and application of mea- 
sures allowing creation of mixed-economy corporations funded with 
foreign capitas and including national corporations. 


Sustain Marketing, Wage, Price Efforts 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Oct 43 p Zz 


Text, In the area of marketing, the 1954 Plan 
reviewed by the Cabinet last Sunday calls for 
gradual establishment ot Wilaya distribution 
companies which would be given adequate manage- 
ment leadership and better organization, with 
supply structures, particularly for major consu- 
mer products, household appliances, electronic 
products, and fresh truit and vegetable markets. 


As tor supply, the emphasis will go to encouraging production of 
household appliances and electronics domestically. For major con- 
sumer'products, progress made over the past few years should con- 
tinue, thanks to,gan accumulation of adequate stocks. As for the 
fresh fruit and vegetable market, it will be organized along the 
lines la.d down in the interministerial circular issued in April 
19%3, which calls specifically for establishment of wholesale 
markets in the capital of each wilaya and daira, stringent en- 
forcement of national regulations by the Algerian Fruit and 
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Vevetable Office (OFLA), continuation of the process of restruc- 
furiog and organization for the fruit and vegetable coops (COFELS) 
which have been transferred to the jurisdiction of the Commerce 
Ministry. 


For the southern wilayas, a program will be implemented next year 
aiming at providing these wilayas with storage and distribution 
infrastructures, especially those in regions experiencing a short- 
age of perishable foods (Djanet, Tamanrasset, and El-Golea among 
them). 


In the regulatory area, some cleanup operations are planned under 
the new regu.ations for the Commerce Kegistry. In addition, cham- 
bers of commerce will be established next year; their main assign- 
ment will be to funnel information out toprivate entrepreneurs, 
tradesmen, and merchants on all decisions taken in the reference 
frame of wilaya economic development, and design and expansion of 
channels forconcerted efforts between the public and private sec- 
Lorss. 


In the public market field, new measures fuvoring increased regu- 
lation will be aimed primarily at pursuit of consistency among the 
many laws giverning publicly operated markets. It will consist es- 
sentially of the following: 


-- publishing a bulletin of legal announcements of interest to pub- 
lic markets; 


-~- introducing and implementing -- on a test basis -- a procedure 
for reckoning the indices applicable to price changes in the build- 
ing and public works market; 


-- considering conditions for implementing the second phase of the 
information system whch would Lead to orientation guidelines for 
government purchases, 


In the particular realm of foreign trade, provisions are contempla- 
ted to guarantee regular supplies to Algerian enterprise, ranged 
around five points: 


-~- Starting a program of strict planning of imports truly integra- 
ted into the national planning process. 


-~ getting up machinery to handle new lists of monopoly products, 
conditions for multi-year AGIs _expansion unknown and better co- 
ordinated procedures for intervention by public corporations in 
the international market. 


-- development of instruments guaranteeing priority consideration 
of domestic products for purchase. 





-- Achieving greater flexibility in foreign deliveries by means of 
hard contract delivery dates for imports and stepping up port ac- 
tivities. 


-- Regular delivery of supplies to existing private enterprises. 


As for exports, the studies now under way on incentives to foster 
export diversification and expansion are part of the overall task 
of shaping a strategy and policy for the medium and long terms. 


"Buy Algerian" First ‘ 


In addition, organizational and regulatory instruments deal with 
prices, financing, and credits, wage policy, and social protec- 
tion for the population. 


In the area of prices, the 1954 Plan will show the green light for 
several actions aimed essentially at: 


-- Continuation of improvements in the legislative and regulatory 
sy stems. 


~- Reactivation of the program to establish institutional bodies 
(the National Pricing Committee and the National Consumer Price 
and Quality Control Institute). 


-- Stimulating and expanding the resources and powers of price 
controls through committees for coordination with the security 
services, establishment and consolidation of regional centers, 
and stepped-up action on price and quality control. 


As tor financing and credits, actions tobe taken aim at several 
targets. 


In the first place, there are actions designed to provide condi- 
tions for sound financial management of public corporations by 
providing channels for short-term interim financing for companies 
and continuing efforts at straightening out profit and loss re- 
cords before the end of 1954. 


In addition, efforts connected with the drive for deconcentration 
and decentralization in relation with the corporate restructuring 
process should make way for intensification and specialization in 
the banking system so as to make it a financial broker capable 

of meeting corporate requirements. 


The Link Between Wages and Production 


Additionally, the improvements already made in recasting the tax 
system should be reflected in continued efforts in the area of 
tax reform. Lastly, the rethinking that has continued through 
the current year aimed at the reform of present codes of public 
accounting, property rights, and the General Finance Act will 
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be continued to culminate in implementation of legal rules de- 
signed to encourage better utilization of public funds. 


As for wage policy, 19534 will see the start of application of the 
new wage system, which consists of a grid index, a scale of typi- 
cal jobs, and classification of jobs. 


Attention must also be paid to the application of a system of in- 
centives so as to avoid existing disparities between sectors of 
the economy, strengthening the link between wages and production, 
and laying the foundations for implementation of wage adjustments 
keyed to the economy. 


In this context, the officials directly concerned agree that the 
rules governing the individual and collective incentives to work- 
ers on an economy~-wide basis, as well as those regulating perfor- 
mance evaluation and procedures for granting awards, are in need 
of improvement. 


The Plan for 1954 includes a number of recommendations concerning 
the compensation system. 


It recommends, among other matters, making a beginning in 19%4 at 
introducing consistency into the multiplicity of compensation 
systems called for under the General Labor Statute, and elimina- 
ting all such systems which are not covered by that statute. 


The Plan also recommends making worker compensation general by 
assigning workers to given jobs as a team. 


As for the zone compensation, which now applies only in a geogra- 
phical sense, next year will bring some rethinking about applying 
it in all aspects (isolation, skills requirements, and the prio- 
rity status of projects and sectors involved). 


Finally, social protection for the population in general will be 
channeled along three axes: 


-- Social Security, the enabling legislation and regulations for 
which will be completed over the course of the year. 


-- Other assistance directed at particular categories of people, 
particularly the physically and mentally handicaped and the young. 


-- Additional social services, for which the regulatory provi- 
sions are nearing completion. 











Universal Civilian Service Bill Considered 


Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Qct 83 p 2 


_Text | The Cabinet, meeting on Sunday with 
Algerian President and FLN Party Secretary 
Chadli Benjedid presiding, examined a bill 
calling for establishment of a Civilian Ser- 
vice and laying down the conditions and 
procedures for its implementation. 


The bill, which stipulates in its preamble that Cividien Service 
"contributes to achieving proper distribution of skilled manpower 
(...) as a function of the priority requirements at the sectoral 
and regional level," underscores the point that the responsibi- 
lities vested in in will be fulfilled by an administration, an 
agency, or a public corporation, working with local communities 
or farm cooperatives or owner-managed properties. 


With the exception of the Moudjahidine and their heirs and assigns, 
all citizens, male and female, who have completed one year of 
higher education or an "approved training course" (technicians) 
will be subject to civilian service as part of a general program, 
making due allowances for ranking priorities, development, full 
consideration of proper utilization of skills and aptitudes, and 
the complementary fit of work assignments (in consonance with the 
requirements of overall planning). 


Thoughtful Utilization of Human Assets 


Guidelines and standards for assignment of civilian service per- 
sonnel will be governed by the national development Plan and ad-. 
justed to fit the annual plan on the basis of yearly and multi- 
year forecasts of recruitment levels established by the hiring 
agencies or by the state, which may call upon civilian service per- 
sonnel as part of foreign cooperation operations. 


As legal obligation for citizens concerned, civilian service cannot 
be shortened or interrupted (except in special circumstances pro- 
vided by law), and must be completed prior to any request for per- 
mission to engage in any regulated profession, trade, or calling 
on the citizen's own initiative; regulated professions include 
all those whose practice requires -- under current law and regula- 
tions -- credentials in the form of titles, degrees, or certifi- 
cations of competence by recognized educational and/or training 
institutes. 


The term of mandatory civilian service is set at 3 years, when the 
needed service training is 3 years or less, and 5 years when the 
requisite training terms is more than 3 years but less than 6, and 
7 years when the training time required is 6 years or more, while 
for individuals subject to mandatory civilian service who have come 
out of the national vocational training system, the mandatory term 
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of civilian service is set at 2 years, no matter how long it may 
have taken the citizen to complete the training he has received. 


Bill Designed to Spur Development 


Civilian service must be performed either after completion of na- 
tional _military} service oblication or upon completion of educa- 
ttion and/or training (for citizens not subject to military ser- 

vice) and implies the rights and obligations embodied in the Gen- 
eral Workers Statute, with years of civilian service counting to- 
ward seniority, promotion, and retirement, according to the pro- 

visions of the General Workers Statute. 


The bill, which does not rule out postponement of mandatory civi- 
lian service (for reasons of accident, long-term illness, or civil 
disability), also stipulates that "in case of need or for reasons 
connected with comnpletion of a project in the national interest, 
the citizen may be, in exceptional cases, be retained in his job 
after the normal period for performing his mandatory civilian ser- 
vice has elapsed." 


The same rules as apply to self-employed individuals in business or 
professions hold for private-sector employers, who are required, 
before hiring anyone, to make sure that the candidate for employ- 
ment is exempt from the civilian service oblicalion or can demon- 
strate that he or she has already fulfilled it by producing docu- 
mentary proof of service for the required period of time. 


Any individual failing to complete mandatory civilian service with- 
out sufficient cause is required to reimburse the state for all 
monies received by him as a scholarship or salary advance, the 
regulatory costs of his training, under the forms and conditions 
stipulated by law; that is a situation which effectively bars the 
individual from practicing his profession, going into business as 

a merchant or tradesman, or promoting any private economic invest- 
ment. 


Lastly, Article 9 of the bill states that "the actual term of ci- 
vilian service may vary according to the zones, sectors of activi- 
ty, economic units, or development projects to which he is assigned, 
as well as to skills deemed of priority value in connection with 
development plans, but in any case may not be less than 2 years." 


6182 
CSO: 4519/6 
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EGYPT 


STATUS OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL, RETURN TO ARAB FOLD VIEWED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 773, 19 Oct 83 pp 28-30 
[Article by Yahya 'Izz-al-Din: "Mubarak, Shamir. The very Cold Peace"] 


[Text] With the departure of Menachem Begin the third side of the Camp David 
triangle has fallen. His departure was preceded by that of Jimmy Carter and 
Anwar al-Sadat. Carter's fall was a tragedy because he registered the Demo- 
cratic Party's worst defeat in its long history to his Republican opponent 
Ronald Reagan in 1980. Al~Sadat's fall was also a tragedy because he was 
assassinated on the day commemorating his most glorious days, the anniversary 
of the 1973 October war. Likewise, fate decreed that Begin's final days 
would be absolutely the worst days of his life since he spend those days in a 
dermatology clinic that specializes in the treatment of scabies. 


If the fate of the three was black and depressing, then the "morsel," which 
won two of them the Nobel Peace Prize - al-Sadat and Begin - and which was 
the third's most singular achievement in his presidential portfolio on the 
foreign policy level, in its turn was ended and nothing of it remains on the 
level of tangible reality except a few words for diplomatic consumption, two 
rarely visited consulates, and an ambassador on one side (the Israeli ambas- 
sador in Cairo) who, if not for his impudence, would have long ago packed his 
bags and returned after Cairo withdrew its ambassador to Israel over 4 year 


Ago. 


This is what remains of the Camp David file, signed between the late Egyptian 
President Anwar al-Sadat and Menachem Begin and notarized by Carter in 1979. 
In light of this fact, which has begun to be realized by officials in Egypt, 
Tel Aviv and Washington, political experts are asking about the future of 
Egyptian-Israeli relations under the current Shamir government. This is an 
important question because it raises the “agreements” issue that occupied the 
Arab world and international society for many years. Opinions on the agree- 
ments range from those who describe tham as an “epic achievement" and those 
who consider them to be the "worst Arab disaster” in modern history. 


An answer to this question is not easy because the issue is linked to vital 


security interests, strategic balances, relations that started from zero, and 
relations that have collapsed from their peak. 


12 




















First, it must be said that relations between Cairo and Tel Aviv have come to 
a dead end in the latest years of tne Likud coalition government. If the 
complete freeze in relations between the two countries has not attracted the 
necessary media attention, it is primarily attributable to the chain of crises 
created by Israeli policy that have made the Zionist leadership pay attention 
to other matters. 


ct 


The regression in bilateral relations began with the successive yey 

vrougnt by the Palestinian autonomy talks. Egypt was placing its bet on these 
talks on the grounds that they represented half of the Camp David deal and on 
the grounds that they were the way to convince the Arab world that Egypt had 
not newlected Palestinian rights as it may have seemed from the outward appear- 
ance of the "Camp" agreements and the Israeli explanation of the test of 

these agreements. However, the Israelis intentionally obstructed these talks 
and pu‘. forth many conditions making the idea of autonomy identical to the 
Zionist proposal of imposing Israeli sovereignty over the West Bank and Ghaza 
Strip and granting the Palestinian Arabs limited, superficial participation 

in the administration of affairs in these regions. 


Meanwhile, Egypt neld to it sition demanding that there be complete 
Palestinian participation in the administration of the affairs of the occupied 
territories, that the “auton transition period not to exceed 

5 years, and that the entire operation be the prelude to self-determination for 
the Palestinian people. 
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During sessions of the talks that the two sides held in al-Isma’iliyah, Cairo 
and Tel Aviv, it became apparent that the differences between the Israeli and 
Evyptian interpretations of the second phase of Camp ris were too large to 
be reconciled by the efforts of Alfred Atherton. On ne 1961 the Israeli 
Air Force launched an air raid on Bagndad. The fighter geen bombed the 
Tammuz nuclear complex. This incident caused deep Arab sorrow and was met with 
clear anger by various countries of the world. tian government harshly 
t 
a 


=x} 


condemned this action and, despite the fact that the Egyptian leadership, at 
that time, stressed that it ond een to be obligatec 

leraeli peace agreement, the incident widened the gap, ir 
confidence, and created a climate of Prpacce that the 
excuses could not succeed in overcoming. 


to the Egyptian- 
ed the lack of 
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Begin government's 


The invasion of Lebanon was the straw that broke the camel's back. From the 
beginning of 1962 there were clear indications of 4 plan being preparec 
Israel to invade south Lebanon and Egypt was among the first countries to 
implore the United States to intervent to prevent the Israelis f 

cut@e milit rary folly in this Arab country. However, Ame 
unsvu@cessful in dis on Egyptian doubts up until the 
Lebanese territory in June 1982, exploiting sage attack =") the 
cots agreed in London. Shlomo Argov. Thi 

most of Lebanese territory and the siege of puivek, 


ng was 


The Egyptian leadership considered this to be essentially a premeditated 
aggression by the Israelis since the Sharon plan was prepared well in advance. 
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Vhnis confirmed that, in essence, it was an expansionist effort to annex south 
Lebanon by force to the Jewish state. tyeypt began u strong diplomatic came 
paivn against the Israeli action which included visits by Egyptian President 
Husni Mubarak to western capitals affected by the Middle East conflict. Then 
the Israelis noticed the delay in Egyptian Ambassador Sa'd Murtada's return 
after he was recalled to Cairo. The Israeli Foreign Ministry sent a memorandum 
asking wnen he was scheduled to return. The Eyvyyptian respense came saying that 
the Egyptian ambassador would not return to Israel until the iast Israeli 
soldier withdrew from Lebanon. 


Ooservers believe that Israel would have made a crisis out of this decision 

had it not come under the circumstances of the aggression against Lebanon. 

The Begin government was in a defensive position after Sharon went beyond the 
lines agreed to with Gen Alexander Haig and sent his airforce to strike Beirut, 
and after the wave of international criticism caused by the invasion of Lebanon 
and the massacres that followed in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in Beirut. 


Lueyptian Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali enumerated these things in 4 press 
conference at the veginning of last week and he added another reason worth 
noting. The kyyptian foreign minister announced that one of the reasons for 
the deterioration in Egyptian-Israeli relations was Tel Aviv's delay in 
completing the withdrawal from all of the Sinai and its intentional procrasti- 
nation over a settlement of the Taba issue. Israel quickly built a huge 
tourist hotel on this narrow strip at a time when Cairo demanded a settlement 
of tnis problem according to the provisions of the Egyptian-Israeli peace 
agreement for settling disputes. 


Another important factor revealed by the Egyptian official is the occurrence 

of Israeli reconnaissance flights over the Sinai peninsula which have not been 
Stopped. Hasan ‘Ali stated that Israel is publicly spying in the border region 
and is yathering information and intelligence on 411 Egyptian civil and mili- 
tary activities in the region Israel was forced to withdraw from in accordance 
with the Camp David accords. 


In addition to these factors there is Israel's persistent effort to block any 
improvement in Egypt's relations with the western states, in particular, 
relations with America in the military and industrial fields. 


tweypt Keyrets..Israel Regrets 


The Israeli defense minister became so disappointed in the future of relations 
with Egypt that he once said, "If we had known that peace with Egypt would be 
a cold peace, we would not nave signed it." Egyptian President Husni Mubarak 
did not hesitate so say publicly that "The Egyptien people feel as though they 
were deceived at Camp David. Israel, through Camp David, did not want to 
achieve peace, but wanted to neutralize the Egyptian Army." We have seen some 
of the Egyptian aspects and points of view of the reasons for the failure of 
Camp David, but the Israelis say that the state of bilateral relations is the 
result of 4 calculated political move by the new Egyptian ieadership aimed at 
ultimately reaching agreement with the Arabs, 
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Actually, the Egyptian leadership has not denied this goal. To the contrary, 
it nas stressed its strong desire to adhere to its relations with the Arabs. 
Kgypt stated to the United States and its allies that it refuses for its 
obligations of peace with Israel to come at the expense of its relations with 
the Araos. On this score, Egypt has taken «a series of initiatives praising 
many Arab leaders including the Palestinian leadership. Egypt has led an active 
diplomatic effort to contain Israeli schemes in Lebanon. In France it offered 
a peace initiative when the Reagan initiative faltered. In all of its posi- 
tions, it has adhered to the Palestinian people's right of self-determination 
and the necessity of including the PLO in any effort to achieve a peaceful 
settlement to the Middle east conflict. 


kgypt sided with Irag when Iran refused to respond to repeated calls for peace. 
Tne level of tengion on Egypt's western border with Libya has decreased and 
keypt nas left the door open t> improved relations with Syria. It has become 
clear to the Israeli leaders that, although the new Egyptian leadership 
inherited the heavy burden of Camp David and all its restrictions from the late 
kyvyptian president, the political and diplomatic confrontation front in Cairo 
remains one of the hottest fronts and the most troublesome to the Likud 
government. However, the Egyptians do not want to give Israel the opportunity 
to turn the tide against them, so they have avoided taking any bold step which 
lsrael could exploit to incite the Americans by accusing Egypt of abandonimg 
Camp David. In a clear act to sound out [the Evyptians], the Begin government 
intentionally embarrassed the Egyptian government by sending Israeli Energy 
Minister Modai to Cairo under the pretext that he would conduct discussions. 
However, the larseli minister returned to convey to his collegues ia the 
government the bitterness of the cold official reception he was met with in 
Cairo. In short, it can be said that the Egyptian strategy on this matter is 
based on adhering ae little as possible to Camp David but enough to maintain 

an official pretext to block any Israeli diplomatic countermove. 


Lf the Mubarak wovernment sought to send a message of this strategic course to 
tne Arab states, then there is ample evidence confirming that the message 

fred goal. Cairo's relations with many of the Arab states have 
improved and contacts have been donducted between many officials of these 
countries and their Egyptian counterparts. The list of these countries in- 
cludes Iraq where preliminary contacts between the two countries because of 
the gulf war have led to direct contacts, the most recent being the visit of 
[ragi Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz to Cairo, the signing of a number of trade 
agreements, and the increase of Egyptian military sid to Iraq. The list also 
incluaes Jordan and Morocco, whose King Hassan Il recently met with President 
Mubsarak in New fork, 46 well as some Arab League states that did not originally 


gevere relations with Egypt, such as Sudan, Oman and Somalia. 
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current circumstances, that the Egyptian leadership clearly has good intentions, 
that the Mubarak governmerit has done the most that it could to lighten the 
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ments. At one time the Egyptian minister of Defense, Field Marshal ‘Abd-ale- 





Himlim Abu Ghazalan, said that such a move would be tantamount to a declaration 
of war, something which the current Egyptian and Arab circumstancer were not 
prepared to confront. 


Shamir and the Cold Peace 


io one expects an ‘improvement in current Egyptian-Israeli relations under the 
new Israeli government. Egypt, which has suffered from the stubborneess of 
Menacnem Begin, will face a government of hawks whose prime minister and mini- 
ster of defense were among the strongest enemies of the idea of peace with 
Egypt. The policy preached by the new coalition government in Tel Aviv 
contains the seeds of increased disagreement and discord. 


come western diplomats say that the Shamir government is faltering from more 
internal and extennal problems hhan it can handle and that the best guess is 
that the existing cold peace will turn into a very cold peace or that the 

hopes of normalization that tantalized the imaginations of Israeli leaders will 
disappear completely. Despite the fact that most experts agree that the 
Eyyptian-Israeli peace agreement will survive for strategic considerations 
shared by powers larger than Egypt and Israel, observers do not find it un- 
lixely that the Shamir administration will witness a complete break or 

probably 4 strain in relations. In this context, an Arab diplomat in Cairo 
nas said that the Egyptian Foreign Ministry attaches great importance to 

the statements made by Shamir last week in front of a crowd of Zionist settlers 
in which he promised to annex the West Bank and Gnaza before the Knesset 
elections in 1985. 


Will the Riyadh summit abrogrte the Baghdad summit suspension of relations? 

This is the urgent question raised by most Arab diplomats during the preparatory 
stage of the Arab summit conference that is expected to be held in Riyadh next 
November. 


There are clear indications that Egypt is closer to the Arab world today than 
at any time since al-Sadat'’s visit to Jerusalem in 1977. Many Arab diplomats 
believe that the call to lift the suspension [of Egypt] that was issued by 

the 1978 Baghdad summit will probably find strong support in any upcoming Arab 
meeting on the grounds that Egypt needs the understanding of the Arabs for 
what it is trying to do amid many dangers and periis and the Arabs need the 
Egyptian political and diplomatic clout in the current struggle with Israel. 
An Arab expert commented to a foreign newspaper on the likelihood of Egypt's 
return to the Arab camp that, "Contacts exist with Egypt on many levels and 
have for a long time. I1 expect that Egyptian-Arab relations will return to 

4 atronger state than they were before, whether this takes place via a joint 
decision at an upcoming Arab summit or 4 gradual return in individual steps. 
The important thing is that Egypt has succeeded in breaking the Arab isolation 
of Egypt - one of the Israeli goals at Camp David - and this will help Egypt 
distance itself more from these accords.” 
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gubject of relations with Cairo will undoubtedly be one the prin 
any upcoming Arab summit, whether that summit decides to 
f egypt or not. Egyptian politiciang believe that f is 
policies themselves that will drive the final nail into the 
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AL-AHALI CRITICIZES MUSA SABRI ATTACK ON SLP'S MURAD 


Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 21 Sep 83 p 3 





{[Article: “Wednesday Morning: Hilmi Murad, al-Sadat, Musa Sabri"’] 


[Text] Musa Sabri, AL-AKHBAR's editor-in-chief, almost broke the heart 
when he mentioned to readers how Dr Hilmi Murad's reply to his article 
forced him to cut short his much-needed vacation because he could not 
stand to see anyone deceiving the readers or breaching the principles of 
“truth,” “honesty,” and “honor.” 


Sabri’s article was part of a slander campaign being waged against Dr 

Hilmi Murad, secretary general of the [Social] Labor Party [SLP], and 
against anyone who opposes any government, beginning with Najib al-Hilali’s 
government during the last days of King Faruq's era and ending with the 
government of Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din in President Mubarak's regime. 


The occasion was a paragraph in an AL-AHALI article, quoting from 
"Abd-al-Majid Farid's book about the minutes of cabinet meetings chaired 
by ‘Abd-al-Masir following the 1967 defeat. 


Musa Sabri, and MAYU newspaper before him, imagined that he had found just 
what he was lookinz for to cause trouble between AL-AHALI and Dr Hilmi 
Murad. But, Musa Sabri, known as the "people's reject," as usual lacks in 
everything he writes the necessary intelligence enjoyed by any writer 
deserving of this title, regardless of his political ideology, provided 
that he does in fact have a political ideology. Hence, he did not realize 
that AL-AHALI's relationship of respect for and appreciation of Dr Hilmi 
Murad as a professor, protagonist, political fighter, university dean and 
former minister is not based on a personal stance, nor is it defined by 

a sentence in some memoires or reminiscences, but rather it is based on 

Dr Murad's past and present history, an honorable history despite agree- 
ments or differences in points of view. 


For these very reasons, our position towards Musa Sabri takes the opposite 

direction, not because of an article he wrote here and there, and not 

because we differ with him on this or that position, but because, through- 
A 


out his “political history,” he has “never believed in anything," as one 
respected professor put it. 
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Therefore, Misa Sabri has suddenly turned, for personal reasons, into a 
"believer" in every word AL-AHALI writes and a “worshipper” in ‘Abd-al- 
Nasir's niche. Why? Because one sentence quoted by AL-AHALI from ‘Abd- 
al-Majid's memoires offends Dr Hilmi Murad? 


But, these same memoires headlined in eight columns in AL-AHALI contained 
more than one sentence and one fact about Musa Sabri’s idol, Anwar al-Sadat, 
and about how he [i.e., al-Sadat] was an example, in every discussion and 
position he shared in ‘Abd-al-Nasir's presence, of a man who did not 

believe in anything, never was what he seemed to be and showed enthusiasm 
over things to be despised. This is what Sabri purposely ignored. 


So long as Sabri has complete confidence in these memoires, it was also 
mentioned in them that al-Sadat was the first to “reject” offhand ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir’s proposal to adopt the party system in the wake of the [1967] 
defeat. Al-Sadat said popular trust in ‘Abd-al-Nasir was absolute! 


Al-Sadat later suggested in another session the necessity to learn from the 
Soviet “communist” experience in economic development, thinking that this 
would please ‘Abd-al-Nasir! 


What is Sabri's opinion of his leader's conduct and moral character? 


But, why embarrass him with these questions, he who several years ago 
wrote a book about the “communists” in which he declared total support 
and approval of everything going on in “communist” societies, save for 
differences over one or two points?! Perhaps this is what AL-AKHBAR's 
editor-in-chief meant by "“commitment,’ “honor,” and “honesty.” 


12502 
CSO: 4504/27 
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EGYPT 


ADMINISTRATIVE PROSECUTION ON VERGE OF CHANGING THINGS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Oct 83 p 7 


[Article by Rajab al-Banna: "“Defused Deterrent Weapon for the Administra- 
tive Prosecution" ] 


[Text] Administrative advisors tell us confidently that success of any 
leader at any place of work, regardless of his enthusiasm and leadership 
ability, and no matter how proficient and well-thought out his reform 

plans may be, always depends on other factors: budgets, laws and by-laws, 
and rules and regulations governed by higher considerations. Thus, a 
leader in the working place has limited room to maneuver, and if we want 
his agency to get anywhere we must remove these walls first. Before we can 
ask him to change his surroundings, we must change those general circum 
stances around him that impede and put undue pressure on him. 


However, the situation at the administrative prosecution these days shat- 
ters this theory and confirms the opposite. It proves that reform--or 
corruption--at any place of work depends on the choice of the senior offi- 
cial or leader whose personality alone can achieve significant results 
without changing other influencing factors. 


We deduced this lesson after a few days’ observation during which the 
administrative prosecution's office, after the appointment of Dr Rif‘at 
Khufaji as director, turned into an active revolutionary office able to 
deter any negligent or corrupt employee, regardless of position or 
importance, 


The administrative prosecution, for the first time, is intervening in 
fixing telephones and is conducting investigations to determine responsi- 
bility for delays in this regard. This direction, if it continues, is 
enough to correct deviations, mistakes and negligence which we have come 

to think of as customary and preordained. For the first time, the adminis- 
trative prosecution has intervened to arrest board directors and under- 
secretaries who commit mistakes with the idea that they are above reproach. 
This trend, if allowed to go on, is enough to realize the motto "discipline 
in the workplace” which we have grown tired of hearing without anything 
being done about it. Also, the administrative prosecution, for the first 
time, is taking an interest in grievances it receives. It refers all 
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grievances to administrative control for investigation, and arrests with- 
out hesitation, of any employee, regardless of grade, found to be negligent. 


In a matter of a few days, a whole agency began moving ahead without experi- 
encing any changes, save for the appointment of a new director. Indeed, it 
began raising the banner of purity whereby it invaded fortresses thought to 
be impenetrable and above reproach. 


All this despite the fact that the administrative prosecution, considered 
to be a deterrent body for all employees, is entering the battle of 
deterrence with defused weapons. How? 


First, because the administrative prosecution's law, enacted in 1954, made 
it an independent judicial body without equating it with other judicial 
agencies. Continuation of this situation is no longer acceptable. 


Second, a promulgated law gave the administrative prosecution che authority 
to arrest employees whose detention is judged to be in the interest of 
investigation and whose presence at the place of work, while under indict- 
ment, may allow him to cenceal some facts or documents or to influence 
witnesses. But, what is incomprehensible is that the law gave the adminis- 
trative prosecution this power with regard to government employees to the 
exclusion of public sector personnel whose employers alone may take a 
decision for arrest. This is an illogical loophole that naturally influ- 
ences investigation on the one hand, and creates discrimination between 
government and public sector personnel on the other hand; and, unfortu- 
nately, ties the hands of the edministrative prosecution on the third hand. 


Third, a law was enacted bringing personnel of cooperatives, companies, 
agencies and institutions under the administrative prosecution's juris- 
diction; but, as usual, it excluded some agencies. Why? No one knows. 
How can we justify a loophole enabling some agencies to escape investiga- 
tion, accountability and punishment, while others come under the force 

of this law? The very provision of exclusion may some day render the 
administrative prosecution unable to do its job. 


In the more than 10 years that I have watched the administrative prosecu- 
tion, | have seen amazing and wondrous things. For example, there is a 
new bill for the administrative prosecution prepared by Justice Muhammad 
Abu-al-Fad] Hafni, one of the most eminent and qualified jurists in Egypt, 
while he was director of this agency, containing a new concept of its work 
and a new phtiloosphy concerning its role and efficacy. He spent years 
oing over it carefully before presenting it to the then-minister of 
justice. Years have passed with successive ministers of justice inherit- 
ing from one another the virtue of silence on this bill: no debates and 
no expression of opinions. 


The bill makes the administrative prosecution equal to the general prose- 
cution, with the same entity and the same influence, so as to render it 

a force able to frighten the corrupt whose salaries are paid by our toil 
and who neglect our affairs, misuse their power or use their jobs for 
persona, gains. 
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The bill also regards the director of the administrative prosecution as 

the "disciplinary prosecution general" and gives the administrative prosecu- 
tion full powers to exercise its duties as an independent judicial agency 
and the authority to have the final say in disciplinary measures against 
employees. As it stands now, its role does not go beyond "suggestions," 
while the employer makes the decisions. It is high time this perverse 
situation is corrected, 


The administrative prosecution complains that senior employees shun its 
orders to present themselves as defendants or witnesses. The bill gives 
it the right to fine or subpoena any employee who fails to show up on the 
designated date. This is enough to give it the necessary prestige and 
respect, and also the right to seek the help of disciplinary authorities 
in the conduct of its duties. 


The present law authorizes the administrative prosecution's director to 
prepare reports, in light of submitted evidence, summing up ways for work 
development in the various agencies, but it does not specify the submission 
of such reports to the People's Assembly, for instance, or the cabinet for 
debate. Therefore, directors of the administrative prosecution's office no 
longer prepare this report, which no one heeds or cares about, and no longer 
proposes anything, despite the fact that their positions give them first 
hand knowledge of problems, more accurate diagnosis of causes, and, conse- 
quently, more appropriate treatment. 


The bill gives this administration the power to inflict punishment on any- 
one who conceals or withholds documents, information or facts related to 
the investigation in progress. It also obligates ministries to turn over 
to it requested documents and gives the disciplinary court authority to 
fine anyone who impedes disciplinary cases against employees. 


In brief, if Dr Rif'at Khafaji was able, a few days after taking office, 

to remind us of the existence and importance of the administrative prosecu- 
tion, why not help him by shaking the dust off the new bill that can render 
the administrative prosecution's office a deterrent body with truly effec- 

tive and efficient weapons? That is, if we have a true desire to extermi- 

nate the dreadful octopus which wraps itself around our necks and which 

we call red tape at times and “lack of discipline” at other times. 


12592 
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EGYPT 


UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT PATTERNS SAID TO BE CHANGING 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 11 Oct 83 p 19 


[Text] In the beginning of October the office of coordination completed its work 
and figures [compiled by the office] of enrollment to Egyptian universities have 
revealed that there are still vacancies for 10,000 students who did not apply to 
the universities even though they passed the final high school exam. 


These figures raise a question concerning these students: Where will they go 
even though their places in the universities and institutes are open? 


In an attempt to answer this question AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT met with education offi- 
cials in Egypt. 


A Niew Trend 


Education officials point out that there is a new trend among Egyptian students 
leading for the first time to a decrease in the desire for a university education. 
A limited, but growing, interest has emerged in seeking a technical education. All 
studies and statistics reveal that there is an increasing need for this in the 
labor market, according to this year’s hiring figures. There are dozens of 
students whose grades qualify them to be accepted into one of the colleges, such 

as the college of medicine, engineering or pharmacy, but instead they have 

chosen to enroll in a technical institute. 


Fawzi ‘Abd-al-Zahir, Egyptian first undersecretary of education, says on this 
matter, “Besides what has already been mentioned, there are three groups of 
students who prefer not to enroll in the universities. The first group includes 
those students whose hopes were restricted to enrolling in a certain college, 

such as the college of medicine or the college of journalism but whose grades were 
not high enough to be qualify them. These students prefer to retake the high 
school exam in the hope of getting high enough grades to achieve their desires.” 


"The second group includes those students who have average composite grades and 


cannot get in the universities they had hoped for outside of Egypt, such as the 
University of Beirut or the University of Khartun.” 
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lhe third group includes a relatively large number of students who carry 

high school graduation certificates but prefer to enter the workforce. It 
also includes female students who are satisfied with a high school certifi- 
cate and are foregoing the completion of a university education in preparation 
for marriage and the raising of a family." 


Sons of Egyptians Working Abroad 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Majid al-Sayyid, deputy minister for higher education in Egypt, 
says that he has placed restrictions on the acceptance of Egyptian students 
into the colleges of the Arab University of Beirut (run by the University of 
Alexandria) which stipulate that the student must have acquired this high 
scnool certificate from outside of Egypt, or that the student's father be 

an Egyptian expatriate worker. For non-Egyptian students to be accepted into 


an Egyptian university, they must have acquired an accredited high school 
certificate. 


Dr Hasan Hamdi Ibrahim, the president of Cairo University, says that this 
year the university is implementing a program to accept Sudanese students into 
the branch colleges of Cairo University in Khartoum (the colleges of business, 
literature, law and sciences) because these branches were originally estab- 
lished to provide university education opportunities for the Sudanese. 
Therefore, the acceptance of Egyptian students to these branches has been 
restricted to those who have a Sudanese high school certificate or a certi- 
ficate from an Egyptian high school in Sudan. Also, the students legal 
guardian must be an Egyptian working in Sudan. 


4504/39 
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EGYPT 


REASSESSMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY URGED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Oct 83 p 7 


[Article by Dr Mustafa Kirah, former Court of Cassation Magistrate: 
"The Problem of Every Egyptian Household"”] 


[Text] With the beginning of the school year, the widespread phenomenon 

of private lessons in universities presents itself to Egyptian families. 
This phenomenon, with its pros and cons, must be evaluated since it is 
peculiar to Egypt and is unparalleled in any eastern or western university. 
It is dangerous to university education. It undermines the primary role 

of university education, stripping it of its content and making it a frame 
without substance, thus reflecting its failure to do its job. 


In order to highlight these meanings, I note the following facts: 


l--A university is not [merely] a building and professors, but something 
much more profound, for it is based on a direct relationship between 
professors and students, whereby a professor can convey to students his 
thoughts that play a major role in shaping their educational and intellec- 
tual make-up, closely watch their progress and abilities, and give them 
guidance and the benefit of his long experience. The huge number of 
students in Egypt are completely cut off from the professors, who there- 
fore are unable to do their job, and are frustrated in their attempts to 
get something out of their university education. They turn to private 
lessons that serve as instruction to a limited number of students in the 
form of group meetings in homes in order to get what few crumbs are thrown 
their way. 


2--Dealing with the private lessons phenomenon cannot be done through the 
enforcement of laws by dismissing a staff member caught giving private 
lessons. Laws in this domain are useless, especially that private lessons, 
under the present status of university education, have become a necessity 
for students who otherwise would not get anything out of the university. 
The deficiency is in the policy of university education itself because 
lecture rooms that used to hold 300 or 400 students only are now accommo- 
dating 4 or 5,000. No human being can control the minds of so many or 
establish direct mental contact between the lecturer and such a crowd of 
students. The solution lies in dividing the students into groups 
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according to their specializations in order to prepare them for their fields. 
The number of students in any one group must not exceed 200, whenever 
possible. Such an operation requires space and professors. Arab universi- 
ties employing Egyptian professors follow this system. The professor 

repeats the lecture for each group, which is no bigger than 30 students, 

and attendance is a basic condition. The objective is to encourage con- 
centration, give and take between professors and students and the exchange 
of ideas. 


3--University education in Egypt is an extension of the policy of high 
school education. It is based on memorization and on books assigned to 
students who have to memorize them. Imposition of a certain book on the 
student is incongruent with the nature of university education because it 
restricts the student and limits him to certain thoughts and methods. The 
student becomes unable to think for himself, and this can ultimately result 
in desiccated minds. University education must veer in the opposite direc- 
tion. It must develop the student's intellectual faculties in order to 
equip him for a productive and creative life. This can only be achieved 
through his ability to examine, study and probe reference works and other 
reading [matter]. Herein lies the important role of libraries as educa- 
tional tools. 


This has been reflected in the way exams are corrected. Answers are sup- 
posed to be an exact copy of what is said in the book. 


4--The huge numbers of students invading the universities, because they see 
in them their only option and a passport to a job and marriage, must be 
examined. There is no argument that the cultural standard of university 
education has dropped drastically. It can even be said that it has col- 
lapsed, reflecting on production and the development process. The late 
Dr ‘Abd-al-Wahhad Moro, a medical and surgery professor in Egypt, once 
demanded a ceiling on the number of students admitted to the school of 
medicine, and he has a famous saying about that. Professor ‘Ali Badawi, 
dean of the law school in 1941, resigned in protest to the open door 
policy that emphasized quantity rather than quality. Perhaps this early 
course urged us to ask whether the present standard of university educa- 
tion has remained the same as when the Egyptian university was first 
established, and whether it closely compares to foreign universities. It 
used to be that a university degree from Egypt, particularly in medicine, 
rivalled any British or American university. Now, it is common knowledge 
that British universities do not recognize medical degrees from Egypt. 


5--The upshot of all this is that we must compare and counterbalance 
between the fate of free university education, as a given right of every 
student who graduates from high school, taking into account the cost of 
private lessons that goes up every year with the steady rise in the cost 
of living, and between charging tuition. 


The problem of university education is the problem of every household in 


Egypt. It must be faced head on by the government and the people because 
it has reached a turn that cannot be ignored. Establishment of a 
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prosperous scientific state in Egypt depends upon raising the standard 

of education and not the number of university graduates. Therefore, 

the whole educational policy must be reexamined. This is what moderniza- 
tion and development are all about. This is what change is all about. 
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EGYPT 


ANALYSIS OF TRENDS BEHIND OCTOBER 1973 WAR 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 10 Oct 83 p 7 


[Article by Jamal ‘Abd-al-Jawad: AL-AHRAM Center for Strategic and 
Political Studies--"Popular Participation in Arab-Israeli Conflict 10 
Years after the October 1973 War"] 


[Text] In October 1973, Arab armies, supported by millions of people from 
all walks of life, moved behind combat lines. Arab masses enthusiastic- 
ally supported the oil embargo decision with all its possible consequences 
of giving up their standards of living and economic gains already achieved. 
In one sentence, the October War was, in one of its aspects, a marvellous 
picture of mass enthusiasm and efficacy throughout a large area of the vast 
Arab nation. 


Justifications for this change in the Arab masses can be put into four 
categories: 


First: Collective Frustration 


A state of total national frustration befell the Arab masses as a logical 
consequence of successive defeats suffered by the Arab nation during the 
first part of the sixties up until 1967. Great victories achieved by the 
Arab peoples in the fifties, in their battles to nationalize the canal 

and in their struggle against alliances and for the liquidation of colonial- 
ism and elimination of pro-West reactionary regimes in Egypt, Syria, Iraq 
and Yemen ignited an outburst of hopes, aspirations and optimism about 

the future of the peoples in the region. These aspirations culminated 

in the Egyptian-Syrian union [i.e., the United Arab Republic (UAR)| 

from February 1958 until September 1961. But, with the collapse of the 
union between Syria and Egypt and the hot and cold bitter conflicts in 
inter-Arab relations, these mass aspirations began gradually to fade, but 
had not reached the point of no return until the June 1967 defeat, the 
crushing blow, came along. The quick collapse of most popular radical 
regimes, on which the masses had pinned great hopes, without putting up 
any kind of honorable fight, was not easy. It was not just a military 
defeat, but also a defeat for a whole pattern of political institution’ 
and a complete way of life in two Arab regimes that enjoyed the greatest 
measure of popular trust and sympathy. This was enough to make the masses 
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refuse to bestow their trust on any Arab regime, regardless of the inten- 

sity of its revolutionary spirit, enthusiasm and slogans. The alternative 
to this trust was not that the people took control of power, but rather a 

state of universal national frustration [setting in]. 


Second: Growth of Regional Loyalties and Tendencies 


After the collapse of the unity experience, the Syrian-Egyptian union in 
particular, national loyalties and feelings began to wane in favor of 
growing regiona! loyalties and affiliations, aided by assiduous efforts 

by various Arab regimes to build a regional state around which mass loyalty 
could rally. This shook the confidence of Arab peoples in one another and 
created negative tendencies towards each other as a consequence of propa- 
ganda campaigns aimed at absolving themselves of any responsibility for the 
fatlure of unionist plans. 


A review of modern Arab renaissance history right after World War II, 
particularly in the fifties, confirms that events in one Arab country 
almost always constituted some justification for mass agitation and incite- 
ment dn other countries. This is corroborated by such events as the 1948 
disaster in Palestine, the 1956 aggression against Egypt, the Syrian- 
Evyptian union, the American landing in Lebanon in 1958, and the Algerian 
revolution from 1954 to 1962. Growing regional affiliations at the expense 
of national trends contributed to the weakening of reasons for popular 
participation and incitement and, consequently, to the dwindling of mass 
activity and efficacy. 


Third: Governments Grow Bigger and Democratic Freedoms Shrink 


During the last 3 decades, the Arab nation witnesses a continual process 

of building, developing and enhancing the rule of governments in al] 
regions, without exception, while the growth of government in developed 
countries ws proceeding in an intelligent and rational way. Our country 
was going in the opposite direction, for the growth witnessed by the state's 
machinery in the Arab states was one-sided inasmuch as the rapid growth of 
repressive agencies was not necessarily !inked to improved government 
efficiency or a parallel growth in popular agencies and organizations. 


This operation was completed in recent years, since the mid-70's in par- 
ticular, when the limited measure of democratic freedoms enjoyed by some 
citizens in certain Arab regions was subjected to a clear setback. Emer- 
gency laws limiting freedoms were enacted, constitutions were suspended, 
parliaments were dissolved and various political opposition currents were 
subject to cruel oppression and persecution. 


Fourth: Neyative Effects of Arab O11 


The Arab oil revolution, especially the of] price revolution right after 
the October War, genevated the growth of an affluent consumer-oriented way 
of life and selfish materfalistic values that replaced values of work and 
collective struggle. The consumer society created by the oil age 
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introduced consumer values to Arab societies at a time when democratic, 
rational and secular values generated by modern civilization had not yet 
been firmly embedded. Moreover, Arab oil-producing countries’ attainment 
of the highest standards of living in the world was not linked to higher 
per capita production. Hence, wealth not linked to an equal measure of 
work is the slogan of the present stage the Arab world is living through, 
which in turn is linked to all kinds of corruption, legitimized by the 
fact that it is the quickest road to riches. 


Bringing the Arab masses back to the arena of political participation and 
efficacy is a necessary condition if this nation is to face the perils 
threatening its present and future. But, this can only be achieved by 
dealing systematically and scientifically with the reasons that got them 
where they are today. Otherwise, the October [War] anniversary will come 
around every year to kindle in us dreams closer to delusions than anything 


else. 
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MUSTAFA AL~KASKI'S VIEWS ON MAGHREB UNITY 
London AL~MAJALLAH in Arabic No 192, 15-21 Oct 83 pp 45-46 


{interview with Mustafa al-Kasri: “After the Success of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council [GCC], Will There Be an Arab Maghreb Cooperation Council?,"” date and 
place not specified] 


{fext}] Rabat, AL-MAJALLAH Bureau: Arab Maghreb countries are taking more 
notice nowadays of taik about this unity and about making the Arab Maghreb 
an area of peace and cooperation after many years of differences and hostil- 
ities, reaching the brink of war and killing hopes for a common future. 


Everyone is convinced now that hostilities marking past relations can only 
be justified by misunderstanding and disharmony. 


Each side admits to mistakes committed for numerous reasons, sometimes will- 
fully on the part of some agencies and individuals here and there, and some-~ 
times unintentionally, thereby creating misunderstanding on the other side. 


As of the beginning of this year, a new phase, marked by a search for harmony, 
calm dialogue, renunciation of differences and creation of new formulae 
for integration and unity, was set in motion. 


This enjoins upon all the countries in the area international and intrinsic 
economic and political changes. They see in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
experience a good example to be followed, and an objective vehicle for over- 
coming differences and building together. There is no doubt that current Arab 
circumstances, particularly the Israeli aggression against Lebanon, the Arab 
inability to resist, and the rift threatening a schism between Arab countries 
and the PLO, compel these countries to review the present reality, to end 
their isolation and fragmentation, and look towards a common future realis- 
tically and from a new and futuristic perspective. 


The idea of Arab Maghreb unity is not the product of today. It was one of 


the most important mainstays of the war of liberation in this area and one 
of the aspirations and basic goals of all Arab Maghreb countries and peoples. 
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Establishment of Advisory Committee 


To give an idea about the possibilities for unity in the Arab Maghreb and the 
experiences this idea has been through, AL-MAJALLAH contacted Mr Mustafa 
al-Kasri, an individual who has worked directly within the Arab Maghreb 
Permament Advisory Committee since 1964 when a committee, composed of trade 

and economy ministers in these countries, was formed and the establishment 

of the Permament Advisory Committee, with Mustafa al-Kasri as secretary, was 
declared. It held successive meetings in Tunis on 29 September 1964, in Tanger 
on 26 November 1964, in Tripoli on 25 March 1965, in Algiers on 8 February 
1966, in Tunis again on 22 December 1967 and in Rabat in 1971. 


Specialized centers, such as the Arab Maghreb Center for Industrial Studies 

in Tangiers and the Arab Maghreb Center for Administrative Studies and Research 
in Algiers, branched off the permanent committee. As for the other committees, 
they can easily be revived, not to start from square one, but to pick up where 
they left off, a very advanced stage. 


Al-fasri Speaks 
Mustafa al-Kasri, former secretary of the Permanent Advisory Committee says: 


"Talk at this stage about Arab Maghreb unity creates much optimism; keeping 
in mind that, in the absence of some practical and tangible things, I fear 
that this optimism may turn into a new setback. 


"Il believe that information has a serious role in this because its task is 
not to broaden optimism, but to offer studies and research, and to enlighten 
and alert public opinion to the fact that the Arab Maghreb is not a fancy or 
a mere wish, but a vital necessity, dictated by the various international, 
regional and local realities. 


"Il am not an ardent supporter of unity at this stage, but I am an advocate 
of true cooperation that will lead to merger and unity at a subsequent 
stage.” 


"Economic integration among Arab Maghreb countries is a decisive factor in 
establishing peace in the area. If we were to achieve that, we would have 
overcome the stage of tension; we must achieve peace by cooperation. 


"If Arab Maghreb countries want to enter the stage of practical application 
of cooperation, there is a draft cooperation agreement that has been ready 
for years for ratification and signing, after redrafting, if necessary. It 
is a comprehensive draft prepared after accurate and important studies and 
after years of work at all levels. For example, the Arab Maghrev Center 
for Industrial Studies in Tangier includes 25 permanent staff members, 8 of 
whom are advisors for all the Arab Maghreb countries, who have conducted 
about 50 studies concerning various industries, minerals and other things.” 


[Question] What specific projects have been prepared by the Arab Maghreb 
Permanent Advisory Committee? 
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[Answer] There are several projects under consideration. There are studies 
for formulating practical steps for economic integration on the industrial, 
trade and agricultural levels; and, there are projects concerning transpor- 
tation and communications, and a project for pharmaceutical products. A 
project has been drawn up, after in-depth studies, to establish a joint 
Maghreb company for air transportation to operate at first along long- 
distance routes. Also, the potentials of each country were studied in order 
to create an integrated and cooperative economy. 


[Question] The Advisory Committee operated from 1964 to 1971. What were 
the difficulties it faced in that period? 


[Answer] The committee still exists at its headquarters, and its employees 
are in Tunis; but, it is frozen. Indeed, the experience was confronted with 
many difficulties at first. We were enthusiastically aiming at cooperation, 
and then integration. But, we found that unity cannot be achieved by emotions 
and exhuberance alone. First, we drew up a test plan for cooperation between 
certain sectors, such as glass, steel and synthetic [products] industries, 

but it turned out that this method was good. Cocperation within this scope 

is very limited. Cooperation among a group such as the Arab Maghreb countries 
cannot be divided into separate sectors, but must include all the various 
agricultural, trade and industrial sectors as a whole. Obstacles such as 
trade exchanges, customs matters and incompatible legislation became more 
obvious. With the help of UN and Arab Maghreb advisors, we were able to 

move forward and see things more clearly. If we were to overcome customs 
issues, open the doors of exchange, enact unified legislation, create a 
clearing fund and an industrial development bank for all Arab Maghreb countries, 
support existing industries and promote the establishment of new ones-- 
making sure not to violate the sovereignty of any country--we would be closer 
to the desired goal. 


Relations of the Market with the Arab East 


[Question] Have there been studies about relations of the Maghreb market with 
the Arab East or Africa? 


[Answer] More than that; advisors have reaffirmed that economic integration 
at the Arab Maghreb level alone is not enough. The Arab Maghreb must catch 
up with the Middle East, creating a common Arab market for Arab technological 
industries comprising 100 million people. Rapid technological development 
underscores the fact that there is no future for any modern industry or 
economic unit that does not have more than 50 million consumers. If the Arab 
common market is established, we will be able to look towards Africa and 
Asia, and to stand side by side with the European Common Market to negotiate 
from a position of strength. Without this market, we cannot face Europe 
economically. Real cooperation will not only give a strength in numbers, 

but also a strength of available resources with which to achieve self-suffici- 
ency, on the one hand, and to face stiff international competition, [on the 
other hand]. 
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Spain's and Portugal's entry into the European Common Market will make it 
very difficult for Arab Maghreb countries. The only way we can face the 
future is by cooperation and integration. The Arab Maghreb area equals 

65 percent of the total area of the United States. We have various natural 
resources in Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, and, if we 
unite our efforts within this framework alone, we can add to their value by 
exporting them in the form of manufactured goods. Adding to the value of 
products not only raises the gross national product, but also adds to the 
value of various abundant minerals found in the area, thus enabling us to 
compete in the international market. 


Benefits of Integration 


[Question] What are the present benefits of economic integration, and how 
can this integration be achieved? 


{Answer} Economic integration would have been more beneficial in the sixties 
and seventies, and will be more beneficial today than in 1990, and so on. 


Integration has several benefits, at the head of which is a matter vital to 
all: self-sufficiency which, if not achieved by the year 2000, will cause 
us to be crossed off the list of living countries and peoples, that is, 

sure death. Besides this vital matter, we can include among the benefits 

of economic integration the establishment of a large group of people in a 
vast area alone able to achieve development of all its parties and strengthen 
harmony between each other and with the outside, able to establish new 
industries not attainable within a limited market, and able to make better 
use of industrial powers, thus lowering production costs considerably. This 
will give us the power to break into foreign markets and negotiate with 
others who will have to reckon with us as one front, but will pay us no mind 
if divided, especially that large groups will appreciate our strength and 
capabilities five times more than they do now. 


As for ways to achieve this integration, they concern ail fields and sectors, 
as follows: lowering customs barriers during the tirst stagec and cancelling 
them at the last stage; coordinating national legislation, parti:utarly in 
the investment, fiscal and social fields, with a view to freeing the movement 
of capital and labor; and establishing joint institutions equipped with 
decisionmaking powers. All this requires us to review our special national 
policies we have thus far followed in the belief that they represent our 
sovereignty. 
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IRAQ 


BRLEFS 


MILITARY DUTY EXEMPTLON--Kuwait, 90 Oct (KUNA)--Iraqi nationals permanently 
residing in }uwait or any of the Arabian gulf countries have to pay 2,000 
Iraqi dinars (nearly 6,550 dollars)[as printed] to be absolved frommi itary service, 
the Iraqi ambassador stated here Sunday. Addressing a press conference, the 
envoy asserted that the law will be strictly applied regarding nationals 

born from 1939 up to 1965 who are supposed to report for military service 

and failed to pay the amount in lieu. Ambassador ‘Abd al-Jabbar ‘Umar Ghani 
denied that the step was meant to raise money for the state, pointing in this 
respect that Iraq spends one billion dinars (about 3.27 billion dollars) each 
day on the war with Lran. He concluded that the money, to be piid in con- 
vertible currency, is meant to legalise the position of Iraqi nationals 
living abroad. [Text] [LD301558 Kuwait KUNA in English 1425 GMI 30 Oct 83] 
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KUWALT 


PRIME MINISTER ON IRAQ-IKAN WAR 
LDO042334 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1410 GMT 4 Nov 83 


[Text] Kuwait; the heir apparent and chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
Shaykh Sa'd al-'Abdallah al-Salim al-Sabah, declared that the leaders of the 
GCC countries will spare no effort to stop the devastating Iraq-Iran war which 
threatens the security of the region and the world. 


In an interview to be published tomorrow in the Qatari AR-RA'Y; his highness 
said "this devastating war makes it imperative on the international community 
to take unified action to stop it and also to ensure that the Hormuz Strait 
remains open because of its importance to the countries of the Gulf and to the 
peoples of the region and the entire world." 


His highness the heir apparent and chairman of the Council of Ministers, re- 
plying to a question about the unified Gulf investment plans, said "It is better 
for the steps to be prudent and studied so that the desired objective will be 
achieved." 


On the Arab world situation his highness said "The Gulf countries’ efforts 
never cease, whether unilateral or multilateral in working for cleansing the 
Arab atmosphere and for re-establishing Arab solidarity.” 


Concerning Egypt's return to the Arab ranks he said that Egypt and its people 
occupy a special status in our hearts, as do all such fateful nationalist 
issues decided on at Arab summit conferences. 


Following is the text of the interview of his highness the heir apparent and 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, Sa'ad al-'Abdallah al-Salim al-Sabah with 
the Qatari paper AR-RA‘Y. 


Question: The GCC summit is discussion the question of developing a Gulf 
initiative to stop the war in which you have exerted a distinguished effort 
od far. 


Answer: The Lran-Iraq war and its consequences of devastation and destruction 
infliction on the two neighboring Muslim countries, and the grave dangers on 
the region and entire world constitute one of the major preoccupations of the 
leaders of the Cooperation Council, who will spare no effort to stop this 
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devastating war, be it through the development of the Gulf initiative or the 
revitalization of other initiatives a various levels. 


Question: How do you visualize the means for bringing the two sides to the 
negotiating table...the basis of which is to satisfy the rights of both sides 
through a middle-of-the-road solution...especially the question of compensations 
and the possible formula for starting a peaceful dialogue. 


Answer: The important thing, in the first place, is to stop the fighting and 
extinguish the flames of the war in a way that will ensure everyone's right 
and maintain the independence sovereignty and territorial integrity of both 
sides. No doubt understanding and rationality will help solve the other 
matters. 


Question: In the case of Iranian rejection, what, in your opinion, would be 
the situation? 


Answer: We should not anticipate events. We will remain hopeful that the 
Muslim neighboring Iran will respond to the honest calls for sparing Muslim 
blood and checking the attrition of their energies and potential, which ought 
to be (7invested) in the service of the Islamic nation and confronting the 
mutual dangers threatening the region and the Islamic nation. 


Question: Is there any visualised plan of international pressure to stop the 
war? 


Answer: Some might think that the continuation of the Iraq-Iran war serves the 
interests of certain world powers in the short term. However, in reality the 
continuation of this war, the dangers of its development and its uncalculated 
consequences do not threaten the security of this vital region alone but, in 
the long term, also threaten the economy and welfare of the entire world. 

Hence it is imperative for the international community to come together to 

stop this devastating war and to exert in this regard every effort it can 
afford. 


Question: Following the Jazirah Shield maneuvers..what plans, in your view, 
will be put forward for discussion. 


Answer: The Jazirah Shield maneuvers are only the beginning of executive 
practical steps of defense coordination between the countries of the Coopera- 
tion Council. It is natural to move in the future to advanced stages of 
cooperation in all aspects of defensive work; training, organization, armament, 
and other aspects of cooperation. 


Question: What is the situation with regard to closing the Hormuz Strait, 
particularly on the commercial and economic levels. 





Answer: The closing of the Hormuz Strait threatens the life line of the Gulf 
region and inflicts serious damage upon all peoples of the region, including 
the L[ranian and Iraqi peoples, and its grave consequences include the entire 
world. 
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Freedom of passage in this vital strait must not be subject to threats or 
domination of any one side, and no doubt the international community--at the 
forefront of which are the states and peoples of the region--will cooperate to 
keep this vital strait open to international navigation. 


Question: Are the Kuwaiti reservations on the GCC security agreement still 
valid [word indistinct] a lot has been said about it [words indistinct]. 


Answer: Understanding has been reached on many matters which were subjects of 
discussion in the previous GCC sessions. No doubt the forthcoming GCC summit 
will deepen this fraternal understanding. 


Question: Security cooperation has achieved noticeable accomplishments. Do 
you expect more, especially with regard to developing work and investment 
facilities to the citizens of GCC countries, questions of unifying work permits, 
official and personal identity cards, and so forth. 


Answer: We expect greater coordination and consequently more good results in 

the field of security cooperation as well as in other fields. The security of 
the region's states is indivisible, and any danger threatening the security of 
one threatens security as a whole. It is natural for us to cooperate to avert 
this danger and to maintain the safety, stabili and prosperity of our region. 


Question: Is there a unified Gulf plan to face the state of international 
economic recession, particularly for the next 2 years. 


Answer: The march of cooperation in the economic field has made considerable 
strides, and work continues to implement the provisions of the economic agree- 
ment between the cooperation council countries. The similarity of economic 
conditions of the cooperation council countries affirms the identical character 
of their interests and situations. And it is natural to face the international 
economic conditions [words indistinct] policy. 


Question: The unified Gulf investment plans have seen a general slow down. 
Bureaucracy was one obstacle which led to this state of affairs. Do you see 
their being a unified Gulf investment upsurge in the near future. 


Answer: It is better for the steps to be prudent and studied so that the 
desired objective in placing the pillars of long-term cooperation that will 
include the various aspects of the economic operation, including investment, 
will be achieved. There is no doubt that the unified Gulf investment will 
achieve better results than individual investments. 


Question: It has been said that the future course of the Gulf is to slow down 
development plans in general and consequently to reduce the foreign and Arab 
work force by 75 percent of the current level in GCC countries in the course 
of the next 3 years...what truth is there in that and how do you visualize 

the strategy concerning employment and development in GCC countries during 
this period. 
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Answer: Such statements lack precision and accuracy most of the time. In 
Kuwait the employment policy is based on work priority for the native workers 
and citizens of the fraternal Gulf countries, then to citizens of the fraternal 
Arab countries, and then subjects of friendly countries. It is natural for the 
country’s sons of qualified cadres to play their role in the operation of the 
wheel of development in the country, although we feel that we will remain in 
need of some immigrant workers in certain fields. This is the case in many 
countries. 


Question: Is there a specific Culf initiative to cleanse the Arab atmosphere 
and build an Arab stand based on genuine solidarity to confront the current 
challenges? 


Answer: The Gulf efforts have never stopped working unilaterally or multi- 
laterally in order to cleanse the Arab atmosphere. A period hardly passes 
without an official from the Gulf continuing these good offices to bridge the 
gap between brothers and re-establish Arab solidarity which, in our view, is 
the only means to confront the current challenges. 


Question: Will the summit discuss the question of Egypt's return to the Arab 
ranks, what is the formula put forward, and will the Riyadh Arab summit wit- 
ness an expected return of Arab Egypt? 


Answer: It is not proper to talk now about what the CCC summit will duscuss in 
its coming session. With regard to Egypt, it and its fraternal people occupy 
occupy a special status in our hearts. Regarding the return of Egypt to the 
Arab rank, as you put it, such pan-Arab issues are decided at Arab summit con- 
ferences. 


Question: Are there plans to revive the eastern front or to offer advanced 
support to the eastern confrontation countries against Israel on the basis of 
a military deterrent before any other option. 


Answer: Before talking about reviving the eastern front, work must be done to 
re-establish Arab solidarity, which is the basis for establishing the eastern 


and other fronts. And we will not hesitate to do whatever the pan-Arab duty 
would require for the sake of our Arab nation's causes. 


CSO: 4400/51 
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LEBANON 


HADDAD ON TYRE EXPLOSION, GENEVA CONFERENCE 
JNO51616 Marj ‘Uyun Lebanon Voice of Hope in Arabic 1035 GMT 5 Nov 83 


[Speech by Free Lebanon Commander Major Sa'd Haddad addressed to the Lebanese 
people on 5 November 1983--recorded] 


[Excerpts] I want to talk to you today because new events have taken place and 
you must certainly know about them. Henceforth, I would like to say that I am 
not speaking Arabic but Lebanese. I do not want to speak Arabic although I 
believe, like you, that my command of classical Arabic is not faulty. I pur- 
posely want to speak only the spoken Lebanese language. 


First of all I offer heartfelt condolences in my name and on behalf of the 
people of Free Lebanon to the State of Israel, the people of Israel, and the 
families of the victims who fell in yesterday's savage act that was carried 
out by a mentally deranged person or persons. We consider the loss of IDF 
soldiers as a personal loss for us, because no state has served Lebanon and 
sacrificed for Lebanon and the Lebanese people as Israel has. Unfortunately, 
the Lebanese people [words indistinct] their officials have been ungrateful. 
We do not deny our gratitude, and we admit that Lebanon would have been lost a 
long time ago and would have become a part of greater Syria if Israel had not 
supported Lebanon. Our heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims 
and our best wishes that the wounded will recover as soon as possible so that 
they can carry out their duties in the service of the joint Lebanese-Israeli 
cause. 


I tell you frankly for the first time that when the idea was proposed to close 
the entrances [leading to southern Lebanon] I exerted all efforts with all the 
Israeli officials, friends and brothers to prevent the implementation of this 
decision. However, what happened yesterday was unacceptable. More frankly, I 
say that if Israel had not closed these entrances I would have ordered the Free 
Lebanon Army to do so. Everyone must know that we are concerned for security 
in this region. The most important thing is to preserve security. Every 
citizen who cares for the south and al-Biqa/ and who wants to live in the south 
and see the south in its best situation should be a guard. That means he 
should fight any terrorist act or any attempt to carry out a terrorist act 
against any faction. 
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The first resolution the Geneva conferees adopted was that Lebanon is an Arab 
country. They clapped and cheered for this resolution. I do not know how 
Arabism came to Lebanon. We cannot change the name of Lebanon. Lebanon is 
Lebanon, and we do not accept any other name or identity for it except the 
Lebanese identity. Why should we tie it to the Arab countries, which brought 
us suffering and destruction? Those who cestroyed Lebanon did not come from 
Switzerland, China or Mars. They are the Arabs who destroyed our country. 
Only the Arabs plotted against us. I defy you to name any Arab state that did 
not participate in subverting Lebanon in one way or another. Today they are 
pinning hopes on Saudi Arabia, for example, as if it were the savior. Saudi 
Arabia harmed us the most. The Saudi funds fed the terrorists. 


Make sure that we have not recognized and will not recognize any such resolu- 
tion, dialogue committee, or national alliance government. They are fighting 
among themselves for influence at the expense of this people. Have people for- 
gotten the massacres which took place during the last 7 to 8 years? 


Last week I told you that the objective of the so-called dialogue committee is 
to bring Lebanon back to the Syrian home of allegiance. The real chairman of 
this conference was ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam, while the others were sitting at the 
table looking at one another. 


We will not accept the withdrawal of the Israeli soldiers before the withdrawal 
of the Syrian occupation soldiers. We do not consider Israel an occupation 
force. We consider it a fraternai country. Let those near and far know this. 
You are talking about the 17 May agreement. We are not satisfied with the 
Lebanese-Israeli agreement, because what we want is a complete peace agreement 
and a collective defense pact with Israel. This is something we are applying 
practically and it is we who represent the people. Our people here represent 
Lebanon. This is the only spot where there is an ideal Lebanon. Here is 
Lebanon which speaks in the name of Lebanon. We do not accept in any way 
whatsoever the withdrawal of Israel or any Israeli soldier before every 
occupying Syrian ‘Alawite soldier withdraws from Lebanon. You must consider 
this, because it was Syria which destroyed Lebanon. We will continue struggle 
and resistance until the honorable and nationalist Lebanese attains his rights. 


We will not accept anything that the dialogue conference has decided or will 
decide on, and we have the means to foil what they come up with at the confer- 
ence. We will continue to guard and protect Lebanon, the Lebanese, and the 
interests of Lebanon and the Lebanese without any discrimination, on the condi- 
tion that they enjoy Lebanese nationalism. Every Lebanese citizen who cares 
for his country should enjoy such a spirit. 
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LEBANON 


PIERRE AL-~JUMAYYIL ON PROGRESS OF TALKS 
LDO042049 Paris Domestic Service in French 1800 GMT 4 Nov 83 


[Text] The Jewish state is blamed for the Tyre and Tripoli tragedies by the 
Lebanese who met at the national reconciliation congress in Geneva. Pierre 
al-Jumayyil, the founding president of the Lebanese Phalange Party said this 
to Mireille le Maresquier at the end of the working session on the political 
situation in Lebanon this afternoon: 


[Begin recording] [Pierre al-Jumayyil] This time, we Lebanese met among 
ourselves. For 10 years we have been seeking such a meeting. I think that 
such meetings have been very beneficial. Three-fourths of Lebanon is occupied 
by the Palestinians, the Syrians, the Lebanese, the Iranians and the Israelis. 
Well, the agreement cannot be materialized, so what can we do? We are going 

to work to disengage our country, to liberate our country not only from the 
Israelis but also from the Palestinians, the Syrians, the Libyans and all those 
who are occupying our country. This agreement is suspended but suspended until 
when? It is suspended and in the meantime the country is torn by strife. 


[Le Maresquier] What is your reaction to what happened this morning in Tyre? 
[Pierre al-Jumayyil] What happened is very serious. 
[Le Maresquier] Will it have a repercussion on the Geneva negotiations? 


[Pierre al-Jumayyil] No, and the proof is that the talks are continuing. 
fend recording] 
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LEBANON 


PLO RADIO INTERVIEWS LEBANESE COMMUNIST OFFICIAL 
JNO52058 Baghdad Voice of PLO in Arabic 1556 GMT 5 Nov 83 


["Interview" given by Muhsin Ibrahim, secretary general of the Lebanese Com- 
unist Action Organization, to an unidentified correspondent in Algiers; date 
not specif ied--recorded |} 


[Text] [Ibrahim] Our opinion on the current events in the Palestinian arena 
has always been and is still that all of the problems and issues facing the 
Palestinian revolution, whether regarding its internal or Arab relations, 
should not be solved by using either weapons or fratricide. These problems 
should not be solved outside the framework of the Palestinian legitimacy. 
Therefore, from the first minute we adopted a clear and firm stand supporting 
Fatah unity and the PLO's unity, in its capacity as the Palestinian people's 
sole legitimate representative and the leader of the Palestinians’ struggle to 
liberate their own land and establish their independent national state. 


We believe that any attempt to raise or tackle the problems of any faction in 
the Palestinian revolution that comes from outside the legitimate frameworks 
will not lead to any solution, but will contribute to further dismantling the 
entire Palestinian revolution and fragmenting its factions. Furthermore, we 
can never expect, particularly following the glorious war we fought in Lebanon 
and the glorious heroic steadfastness in nationalist Beirut, any fratricide in 
the Palestinian arena. We cannot believe that relations between the PLO and 
any Arab state would reach the point of fighting, something that will harm all 
of us. 


Despite all of the details regarding what happened in the al-Biqa’ area and 
what is taking place now in northern Lebanon, we will not change our stand, 
wiich rejects any fratricide, any siege imposed on the Palestinian camps, and 
any attempt to solve differences and problems by using arms and fighting among 
the sons of the one front. We have called and are still calling for resorting 
to the Palestinian national legitimacy, which has its own organizational frame- 
works, symbols and leaders. Only this legitimacy can tackle the Palestinian 
problems in a critical and decisive manner. Only this legitimacy is capable 
of restoring the PLO's unity and cohesion. This legitimacy can reconfirm its 
own independent national decisionmaking in confronting Israel and U.S. imper- 
ialism. Only this legitimacy is capable of building serious relations between 
the Palestinian revolution and all Arab forces concerned with the Arab-Zionist 
conflict. 
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LEBANON 


TAPLINE'S LABOR DISPUTES, TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS EXAMINED 
Paris AL-MUSTAGEAL in Arabic No 346, @ Oct 83 p 45 


[Text] On 28 September last year the Tapline Company informed the Lebanese 
government of its decision to close the company in Beirut and abandon its 
facilities as of 31 December 1983. The decision, which sparked reactions and 
complications, is not surprising for this company, which began laying off 
employees at the beginning of this year. At the end of last year, the company 
warned that it was going to lay off 87 employees working at the Beirut and 
al-Zanrani centers. All official attempts to dissuade the company from its 
decision failed. This led the company’s employees and workers to enter medi- 
ation with management on the grounds that the company, in its collective 

labor contract, was obligated to relinquish ite right to fire employees as 
Stipulated by Article 50 of the Lebanese Labor Law. As is known, this medi- 
ation came to a dead end before a judgement was reached. With the company's 
adherence to its position, the employees undertook another mediation effort 
dealing with the cost of living allowance that the workers were due to receive 
at the beginning of last February. The issue came to a judgement and the 
judgement was issued last July granting the plaintiffs the right to the cost 
of living allowance based on the collective contract, which the mediating 
committee considered to be in effect, and based on the invalidity of the 
[company's] excuses for unilateral abrogation. The committee believed that 
the losses claimed by the company did not justify this benavior. After this, 
the planntiffs undertook further mediation to demand that the management pay 
the automatic increase stipulated by the collective labor contract which the 
[previous] judgement, agreed to by a company representative, deemed to be in 
effect. Of course this mediation failed and produced no positive results until 
it was transferred to the judgement [committee] phase. 


On 28 September and in the midst of labor negotiations, the company quickly 
informed the government of its decision to abandon the concession granted to 
it in accordance with an agreement concluded in 1946. This decision sparked 
various questions and explanations. The most important are as follows: 


1) Did the company's decision come when it became convinced that, after a 
year and a half of israeli occupation of the south, tne withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from this region was not forthcoming and that, therefore, Saudi 
permission to restore oil pumping operations would also not be forthcoming? 
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LEBANON 


FEACONS FOR RECENT HIGHER INTEREST RATES OUTLINED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic lio 345, 1 Oct 83 p 37 


[Text] Has the interest rate war between Lebanese banks escalated? Has the 
competition to attract deposits begun with the approaching year end? The 
manifestations of this war have begun to be apparent, although this war has 
never actually stopped since the beginning of the year even though it has seen 
intermittent pericds of calm. 


Last week some of the banks accepted deposits at interest rates ranging from 
12.5 to 13 percent. Some banking sources have confirmed that some of the new 
banks are paying 15 percent interest on creditor accounts. The fact is that 
the current competition between vdanks has been going on since the beginning of 
the year, but whenever the end of the year approaches the competition stiffens 
because each bank wants to be in a good position at year end, in terms of 
deposits. This has been a source of competition for the banks for years, and 
because of this the banks resort to a policy of "portraying a favorable image," 
if only for a short time. 


The rise in interest rates on creditor accounts undoubtedly raises some impor- 
tant points: 


1) At the beginning of the year the banks sought to reach a friendly agreement 
among themselves to limit competition and settle on a maximum creditor interest 
rate that would not exceed the treasury bond rate by more than one percent. 
However, this agreement was never put into practice without the question 
arising of who was violating it and who aas abiding by it. 


c) The creditor interesting rates that the banks have been paying for some 
time always exceed the interest on treasury bonds. This means that the banks 
pay more on deposits than they earn from their treasury bond holdings. In 
addition to the interest they pay, the banks must add the administrative costs 
and the costs of maintaining the required reserve balance equal to 15 percent 
of deposits. Also, there is the cost of the deposit fee which the banks pay 
to the liational Deposit Insurance Organization. This situation actually 

geems confusing to a certain degree, for how can the banks pay higher interest 
rates than they earn by investing in treasury bonds? 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI PAPER INTERVIEWS ‘ARAFAT IN TRIPOLI 
GPO080644 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 6 Nov 83 pp 1, 23 


[Interview with PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat by AL-SIYASAH 
correspondent in Tripoli; date not given] 


{Excerpts} AL-SIYASAH met with PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat 
in his office, which is located outside of Tripoli, the capital of northern 
Lebanon, at 0230. He was closely observing the military developments around 
him. During the 90-minute interview we discussed the events of the current 
Palestinian situation and its reasons and results, the conflict with Syria, 
the Lebanese problem, and Gulf issues, At 0400, the “old man," as his assis- 
tants like to call him, said: "Now goodby, in an hour; that is, at 0500, the 
attack on us will begin.” We left Abu ‘Ammer's office and exactly 1 hour 
later the Syrian-Palestinian struggle broke out in northern Lebanon. Why did 
Abu ‘Ammer say that the fighting would begin in an hour? The answer will be 
revealed in the following interview. 


[Question] Brother Abu ' Ammar, where are we? What is happening and what 
will the outcome be? 


[Answer] That is a big question. What is happening in Tripoli, Lebanon, and 
the occupied territories? What is happening to the Arab nation? This is a 
big question in fact and that is why I will start with Tripoli. There is a 
Syrian and Libyan military concentration. The Libyan military forces, which 
were present in Al-Biqa’ and were under the command of the Syrians, were or- 
dered 2 weeks ago to leave for northern Lebanon, They include some volunteers 
and some [Green March] forces, who believe that they have come to occupy 
[Israeli settlements in northern Lebanon, and do not know what is going on 
around them. Imagine, they were made to believe that Nahr al-Barid Camp is 

an Israeli settlement. They were made to believe this by those who could be 
called reliable sources, Some of them do not speak Arabic and they are with 
some Palestinian forces and elements of the Palestinian Liberation Army [PLA] 
who were also ordered to leave for northern Lebanon. We are being besieged 
from almost every side, including the sea, from where the Israeli vessels are 
imposing a siege on us. Three of our ships, some of which were carrying medi- 
cine and the others food, were captured. They also arrested 39 of our members 
and transferred them to Haifa, although they knew these poeple are noncombat- 
ants because they were coming from Cyprus. 








We expected an attack on us at any time and worked to avoid it. We contacted 
a number of Arab states to carry on mediation. We contacted Algeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen, and Tunisia so that they can assist us in reaching a solution 
with our Syrian brothers. Meditation was carrted out by some friends such as 
the Soviets, the Islamic conference countries, the Arab League, and Cuba in 

an attempt to prevent the outbreak of fighting because the only beneficiary 
would be Israel. We had avoided a clash with the Syrian Army in Al-Biqa'’ by 
agreeing to leave Al-Biqa’. Now the issue is about the Syrian concentration 
in Tripoli. My decision to come to Tripoli was in order to be with my brother 
fighters and with my people who are facing threats in Lebanon. 


[Question] It has become obvious that there is some interference in your 
affairs despite your noninterference in others’ affairs. Thus are you not 
the one being adversely affected because of this interference in your affairs? 


[Answer] We are with all the national, pan-Arab, and progressive powers in 

the Arab homeland that help us to liberate Palestine. All the current conspir- 
acies in the Arab region are American-inspired. What about these U.S. plots, 
are they pased on faulty reasoning? I say to the Arab nation: Wake up from 
your sleep. Despite everything, we have extended our help to all the Arab 
powers and formed the supporting Arab front. 


[Question] In your view, is the Lebanese national dialogue committee capable 
of acrieving a solution to the Lebanese crisis? And if it reaches any deci- 
sfons, can they really be implemented? What affect will it have on the situ- 
ation of the Palestinian revolution and the PLO? 


[Answer] I wish the dialogue committee success in its work, because its suc- 
cess would benefit the revolution and the Lebanese people who sacrificed and 
suffered for 9 years and who should achieve security, peace, and tranquility. 
As I said I wish and I call on them to reach to an agreement and as I know, 
until now the signs are hoepful and any success resulting from this dialogue 
will benefit the Palestinian people and the Arab nation. Here is a real op- 
portunity for progress and we should facilitate the opening of this door and 
work to pave the way for this success. 


[Ouestion] In your view, will there be a U.S. response to the bombing of the 
Beirut headquarters of the Marines and French forces. Where could it happen 
and against whom? 

[Answer] I! know that there are U.S. preparations for a response, but I do not 
know when and against whom. I am sure that there will be an American response 
to what happened in Beirut and there are moves for a certain operation. 


[Ouestion] Is is possible that the response will be in the Culf? 


[Answer] Everything is possible. Anything can happen. But I do not know ex- 
actly when and against whom. 


[Question] Is is true that you have recently recieved military aid from Egypt? 


[Answer] No doubt you have read what some Palestinian parrots like Ahmad Jibril 
have said, 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


SA'ID MUSA INTERVIEWED ON SPLIT IN PLO, SYRIA 
AU021503 Belgrade NIN in Serbo-Croatian No 1713, 30 Oct 83 pp 40-41 


[Interview given by PLO opposition leader Sa‘id Musa--identified by his nom 
de guerre Abu Musa--to NIN correspondent Dragan Havzijevoc, date and place 
not given] 


[Text] [Havzijevic] The rebellion which you are heading probably could not 
have happened at a more unfavorable time for the Palestinians. 


[Sa‘id Musa] Yes, what you call rebellion and we call a political, organiza- 
tional, and moral renaissance of the Fatah really has taken place at a very 
sensitive time. But, we did not choose the time; time chose us. After all, 
all this does not date from yesterday. For a long time now, Brother Abu 
‘Amar (Yasir ‘Arafat) had led the revolution in a wrong direction in relation 
to the direction on which we had decided. For this reason we were compelled 
to take action before it would be too late. 


{[Havzijevic] Too late for what? 


[Sa‘id Musa] For everything. We were forced to leave Jordan 10 years ago. 
Great mistakes have been made in Lebanon and we feel that, today, the ground 
here is slipping from under our feet. Thus, the only country that remains 

is Syria as a country from which Israel can be reached. Should we lose Syria, 
then we will have to fight against the Israelis from Algeria or Tunisia. 


[Havzijevic] Syria is aware of that and there are many who fear that, for this 
reason, Syria may set certain conditions. 


[Sa'id Musa] This is quite understandable. If you live on someone's ground, 
then you must observe the house rules. However, Syria will never ask us to 
renounce our inviolable rights. Syria will never interfere in our affairs. 


[Havzijevic] What do you really demand from ‘Arafat? 
[Sa’id Musa] The list of our demands is rather long but I will try to explain 
the essence of them in a few words. First of all, despite the decisions or 


our lawful institutions, Brother Abu ‘Ammar has established recently very close 
contacts with the reactionary Arab regimes, with Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and even 
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Jordan, On the other hand, he has always refused to establish similar re- 
lations with the progressive Arabs, Syria, Libya, and so forth. But he has 
not stopped at just that. He has gone even as far as maintaining contacts 
with some Israelis. These contacts were made in Budapest. We have naturally 
assessed that as treason, 


{[Havzijevic] One has the impression that you oppose in principle all the 
political initiatives undertaken by Yasir ‘Arafat since the FES summit. 


[Sa‘id Musa] The problem in in fact that Brother Abu ‘Ammar has not under- 
taken any of his political initiatives, including even those prior to the 
FES summit, on the basis of broader consultations with others. They were 
his personal private initiatives. 


For instance, the conference with Jordan. Until the very last day, none of 

us knew what was in the offing. Abu ‘Ammar informed no one about his plans 
and he already had a signed document in his bag. And what kind of a creation 
would the so-called confederation with Jordan be? What kind of a creation 

can possibly be made between a reactionary state and a people who do not even 
have their own land? Jordan would contribute the land and we would contribute 
our souls. 


Consider then all those so-called peace initiatives. What did the FES summit 
offer to the Palestinians? Only promises. What does Fahd's plan offer to 
us? What does the Reagan plan offer us. It offers us the right to suicide. 
Brother Abu ‘Ammar has accepted all this and he seeks “positive elements” in 
everything. 


[(Havzijevic] You are a professional soldier and ‘Arafat is an experienced 
politician with a standing of 2 decades on the international political scene 
who understands that there is no other policy but that of the particular time 
and place. A starter must be made somewhere. 


[Sa‘id Musa] We see this a little differently. We say: All of us, both 

the soldiers and the politicians, are involved in the revolution. And it is 
not true that we reject in principle every political initiative. We are 
civilized people but we cannot accept negotiations that give us no chance 

in advance. After all, we have already agreed on one political iniative which 
we consider good, 


[Havzijevic] We have talked to Muhammad an-Nashashibi, member of the commis- 
sion for reconciliation in the Fatah. He says that his impression is that you 
are not willing to hold talks, which is different from the other side which 
makes no preliminary conditions. 


[Said Musa] We are in favor of a dialogue but in favor of a real dialogue. 
We want to raise the question of responsibility for leaving Beirut and for 

the non-military behavior of some military leaders in the last war. We want 
to raise the question of deceiving the PLO collective leadership. Finally we 
want to discuss certain political problems which are coming up as well as some 
political errors which have greatly damaged the reputation and the course of 
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our revolution in the last 10 years or so. Someone has to pay for that. We 
maintain the view that Brother Abu ‘Ammar is not prepared to answer these 
questions, 


[Havzijevic] Some independent PLO politicians believe that it will become 
increasingly difficult with time to separate the Palestinians" own demands 
from the attempts of some Arab countries to impose their own interests. 


{[Sa'id Musa] There is no fear of any imposition of some foreign interests, 
at least as far as we are concerned. Brother Abu ‘Ammar accuses our allies, 
Syria and Libya, of allegedly interfering in Palestinian affairs. This is 
not true. They are our allies and our mutual relations are those of allies. 
We are happy and proud because of that. After all, Syria is a proven oppon- 
ent of our greatest enemy. The largest burden of resistance to Israel falls 
on its shoulders, Brother Abu ‘Ammar acted in an unbecoming manner when, with- 
out choosing his words, he accused President al-Asad of being responsible for 
the split in the PLO. We completely dissociate ourselves from these state- 
ments. We consider Syria a great ally and say it clearly and loudly--Syria 
will never be an obstacle on the road of our revolution. 


{[Havzijevic] Does Syria insist that your military-political engagement should 
be as identical as possibie with that of Damascus? 


[Sa'id Musa] I have already said that this is understandable. If two sides 
have a common enemy and jointly struggle against him, then it is logical that 
their military and political actions are coordinated. If this were not so, 
then there would be a chaos, 


However, this does not mean at all that we receive orders from Damascus, as 
some people believe. I only do not know how 2rother Abu ‘Ammar and Abu Jihud 
{Hayil ‘Abd al-Hamid] manage with their friends, the imperialists. 


{[Havzijevic] You say: We, friends of Syria and Libya, and they, friends of 
the imperialists. Your follower Abu Salih says: We who see the difference 
between the positive Eastern and the negative Western blocs, and ‘Arafat who 
does not notice this difference. Do you find it that the differentiation in 
the Fatah according to this key is very symptomatic? 


[Sa'id Musa] We are not here to discuss the great world problems; we are here 
to realize our only goal, the return to our homeland. We have allies and 
enemies on this road. Those who assist our struggle are our allies and we 
cannot consider as our friends those who help our enemy. It so happens that 
Syria and Libya help our cause. ‘Arafat is establishing friendship with the 
imperialists. We follow the proverb which says: Tell me who your friends are 
and I will tell you what you are, 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO RADIO INTERVIEWS SALAH KHALAF 
JNO52035 Baghdad Voice of PLO in Arabic 1550 GMT 5 Nov 83 


[Interview given by Fatah Central Committee member Salah Khalaf--identified 
by his nom de guerre Abu lLyad--to an unidentified radio correspondent in 
Algiers; date not specified. Portions within quotation marks are recorded] 


[Text] [Unidentified correspondent] "Brother Abu Iyad, following the recent 
Fatah Central Committee meeting held in Kuwait, the committee's members in- 
tensified their moves and political activities in various Arab states. What 
is the objective of these moves and how do you assess the stands of the Arab 
officials in the countries the Fatah delegation recently visited regarding 
developments in the Palestinian arena in particular and the Arab arena in 
general?" 


[Abu Iyad] "The most important thing in the Kuwait meetings was that the 
Central Committee issued a political statement stressing its moves. The 
Central Committee once again defined the Fatah movement's stands on various 
issues, particularly since certain suspicious sides tried to distort the 
movement's stands on these issues. This applies to the stands on the Reagan 
plan, on relations with the Arab countries, on dissension in the movement, 
on elements that have supported the dissension, and on the elements support- 
ing the dissension from outside the Fatah movement, both in the Palestinian 
and Arab arenas. We defined our stands on these issues and accordingly, be- 
gan our moves in various directions: in the PDRY, the YAR, Algeria, Saudi 
Arabia, the Arab Gulf, and towards our people in Jordan. As I said, the 
political statement we issued stresses these moves. The statement even clari- 
fied that there is gloomy outlook on the horizon for a settlement and that 
consequently the whole Arab world must bear its responsibility. 


"As for the plotting against Fatah, there are certain facets that have covered 
the Arab moves. Actually, there is an Arab move that backs and supports this 
dissension. There are exposed and very well knows facets. However, there are 
other Arab facets that have not yet been exposed. These facets are feeding 
the dissension. The objective is not to support the dissidents and not to 
strike on Fatah; the objective is to deal a blow to the Palestinian repre- 
sentation. Our people have struggled for more than 80 years in order to 

have their own sole, legitimate representative. I believe that the most im 
portant achievement of the Palestinian revolution is that it has created this 
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representation. What is requested now is not to launch a battle against 
Yasir ‘Arafat or with him. What is the concept of unilaterial representation. 
This is the background of the current events. 


"We actually highly appreciate and praise the stands of the PDRY and the YAR, 
these two poor countries. We appreciate their stands because, regardless of 
all the financial pressures and circumstances, they stand alongside the PLO, 
the Palestinian revolution, and Yasir ‘Arafat. Our people will never forget 
this stand. Our brothers in Algeria have voiced their support for the PLO, 
the sole and legitimate representative, since the beginning. Without giving 
names or number, I say that very few of the Arabs are plotters. This small 
number of the Arabs will be exposed sooner or later. Therefore, we are satis- 
fied with the outcome of this tour." 


Replying to our correspondent'’s question about an alleged Syrian neutral stand 
on the events in the Palestinian arena, Abu Iyad says: 


"Naturally, I am not one of those who supports the theory that Syria is neu- 
tral in this regard. On the contrary, if Syria had been neutral the dissen- 
sion would not have happened in the first place. Syria is a party to this 
dissension. This time Syria wanted to enter as a direct party in the dialogue 
between the dissidents and Fatah leadership. Brother Abu as-Sa‘id [Khalid 
al-Hasan] accepted this theory. However, news agencies have proved in the 
past 24 hours that the dissidents do not want any understanding or democratic 
dialogue. They are continuing their plan to control the movement in Damascus, 
Al-Biqa’, and northern Lebanon. There was massing of forces while Brother 

Abu as-Sa'id was in Damascus. The mediation efforts with the dissidents 
reached a deadlock when they released a press statement 24 hours ago saying 
that they reject all of the principles raised by Abu as-5a’id and the brothers 
in the Central Committee, such as Brother Abu al-Lutf [Faruq Gaddumij aud 
Brother Abu Mahir [Muhammad Ratib Ghunaym]. The dissidents rejected everything 
that was earlier proposed to them. They returned to the starting point, to 
the stand they announced on 10 May when they began their dissension." 


Replying to another question from our correspondent on the Lebanese Communist 
Party's stand on the events in northern Lebanon, Brother Abu Iyad says: 


[Aby Iyad] "We do differentiate between some leaders of the Lebanese Communist 
Party and the party itself. We know the reality of those men who fought in 
all of our battles in the past 15 years. We cannot forget the militant rela- 
tions connecting us with the members and cadres of this party. The truth is 
that a group of the party's leadership has tried in one way or another to be 
part of the black front plotting against the Palestinian people, the Fatah 
movement, and the PLO. When we were in Aden, we made contacts regarding this 
group in the Lebanese Communist Party. The Arab Communist Parties have ad- 
dressed a warning to this group. We also contacted all the socialist coun- 
tries and explained to them that this group of leaders is trying to undermine 
the historic relations between us and the Lebanese Communist Party. 


"A few days ago Brothers Abu al-Lutf and Abu Mahir attended several meetings 
held in Damascus, Brother Abu as-Sa‘id attended some of the meetings. It 








was agreed to stop the media campaigns between us and the Lebanese Communist 
Party. We have been adhering to this decision since yesterday, because the 
media campaign serves the conspiracies aimed against the Palestinian people 
and Fatah movement. If the Lebanese Communists adhere to this stand, we will 
continue to adhere to it. As for the communists’ return to Tripoli, the 
higher coordination commission led by former Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
unanimously called for the return of the communists. I want to say on this 
occasion, and through the voice of the Palestinian revolution, that no one 
has expelled the communists from Tripoli. They received a cable from the 
party's secretary general, George Hawi, in Aden, asking them to withdraw from 
Tripoli. So, they may become a problem and claim that they have been expelled 
from the city.” 


CSO: 4400/53 








PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PFLP'S BASSAM ABU SHARIF INTERVIEW 
JN212032 Paris Radio Monte Carlo in Arabic 1751 GMT 21 Oct 83 


[Recorded telephone interview with Bassam Abu Sharif, PFLP senior official, 
in Aden, held by Monte Carlo Radio News Editor Antoine Nawfal and braodcast 
during the weekly program “It Happened Tomorrow"; date not given] 


[Text] [Antoine Nawfal] Brother Bassam Abu Sharif, there is much talk at this 
stage about settlements in the Palestinian arena. However, we note that dif- 
ferences arise above all mediations and efforts. For example, Dr George 

Habash has called for ‘Arafat's departure from Tripoli. Meanwhile, Abu Iyad 
[Salah Kalaf] said that ‘Arafat's departure from Tripoli will be dangerous, 
particularly if Syria tries to force ‘Arafat out of Tripoli. How can you de- 
fine your current stands on Fatah and on Abu ‘Ammar'’s [Yasir ‘Arafat] presence 
in Tripoli? 


[Bassam Abu Sharif] What is important for the PFLP and the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine [DFLP] in this particular stage is to achieve 
a radical and democratic reform in the Palestinian arena that guarantees this 
arena's unity and, above all, guarantees that the PLO remains united and con- 
tinues to represent the Palestinian people so it can preserve its efficiency 
and resume its struggle in order to fulfill our people's objectives for whose 
sake these people have been struggling for 18 years. Within this framework, 
the PFLP sees that the efficiency of PLO institutions depends on these insti- 
tutions’ activity and vitality. Brother Yasir ‘Arafat's continued presence 

in Tripoli is a primary factor regarding the inefficiency of these institu- 
tions. These institutions--the PLO Executive Committee, the PLO Central Coun- 
cil, and PNC--cannot convene while Yasir ‘Arafat, in his capacity as the PLO 
Executive Committee chairman, 1s absent. We called for ‘Arafat's departure 
from Tripoli out of our concern to preserve the PLO's efficiency and strength. 
Therefore, Dr George Habash and ourselves appealed to “rother Yasir ‘Arafat 

to leave Tripoli because this will reactivate the PLO and help to restore the 
vitality of the PLO's legitimate institutions, which we consider a sound frame- 
work through which we can achieve all the the requests we called for according 
to a program we circulated and called the program of unity and reform, Many 
sides, organizations, and groupings of our people responded favorably to this 
program, They voiced their support for this program that guarantees the PLO's 
unity and independence, and secures sound and healthy future guidelines for 
the PLO's internal relations, its political course, and the abidance of its 
collective leadership by this course. 








{[Nawfal] Reports from Tripolt indicate that Yasir ‘Arafat has accepted and 
agreed on the reform program you presented. However, I return to my first 
question, Dr George Habash called for Yasir ‘Arafat's departure from Tripoli. 
Did he do that out of the concern to reactivate the Palestinian command in- 
stitutions or for other reasons? We recall that both the PFLP and DFLP held 
Yasir ‘Arafat responsible for the recent events in Tripoli. 


[Abu Sharif] Actually, we oppose the aggravation of tension in Syrian-Pales- 
tinian relations. We see that the interest of the nationalist Palestinians, 
Syria, and the Lebanese nationalist forces calis for avoiding any tension in 
their relations. Furthermore, we see that closing up ranks in this camp is 

a necessary condition to confront the direct U.S. interference, the Zionist 
occupation of southern Lebanon, and the U.S. imperialist attempts to liquidate 
the Palestine question. This is a basic condition. Therefore, we believe 
that the tension in Tripoli and the aggravation of this tension serve the 
enemy's interests. Syria constitutes a strength for the PLO and vice versa. 
The Lebanese Nationalist Movement is a force for both sides. Therefore, the 
PPLP and the DFLP called for the need to close up ranks and to deepen this 
Alliance so we can all defend this nationalist alliance and confront the fas- 
ciat impertalist-Zionist onslaught. We also believe, in light of the infor- 
mation that was made available to use, that what happened in Tripoli was a re- 
sult of a conflict between the nationalist forces and the Islamic Unification 
Movement. However, the available information indicates that this movement 

was directly backed hy Fatah. We see this as something harmful to the Pales- 
tinian revolution and the Lebanese nationalist forces. On these bases, we see 
that the nationalist forces in Tripoli must be backed by the Palestinian revo- 
lution. We also see that it is necessary to have a deep alliance between the 
Palestinian revolution and the Lebanese nationalist forces. Hence, we be _leve 
that the Palestinian revolution's involvement in a problem similar to what 
happened in Tripoli dwarfs the revolution's primary and strategic cause in 
this stage; namely, the stage of preserving the PLO's efficiency and un!ty in 
the face of the fascist impertalist-Zionist agression,. 


We believe that the only way to face this onslaught, which aims to liquidate 
the revolution and the Lebanese nationalist cause, is to have a Syrian-Pales- 
tinian-Lebanese nationalist alliance. We cannot face this onslaught without 
this allfance. We cannot liberate southern Lebanon, which is forgotten by 

many people in this stage, unless we have a strong and deep alliance. Our 
appeal to Brother Yasir ‘Arafat is based on the fact that the PLO's ship should 
he dragged out of the shallow waters so it can resume salling towards the lib- 
eration of the occupied homeland and can continue its support for the Lebanese 
nationalist forces’ confrontation of fascism and the occupation of southern 
Lebanon, Furthermore, we should be allied with Syria at the same time. 


[Nawfal] We note that you are now in Aden. It happens that Abu Iyad is also 
present in Aden. It was further said that the scheduled meeting between Abu 
lyad on the one hand, and Dr George Habash and Nayif Hawaitmah on the other, 
did not take place for various reasons. Some say that there was some kind of 
rejection [to hold the meeting]. Is there any contact between you in the PFLP, 


the DFLP, and Abu Iyad? Are there any anticipated meetings? 
, Y } 














[Abu Sharif] The truth is that there is no rupture in relations between us 
and the brothers in Fatah. On the contrary, we proposed the program of unity 
and reform so it may stand as a framework for effective, responsible, and 
serious interaction among all factions of the Palestinian revolution, foremost 
of which 1s Fatah, The information available to you on this subject is not 
accurate, particularly regarding an alleged rupture between us and Fatah, On 
the contrary, and as you know, we appealed to Brother Yasir ‘Arafat to leave 
Tripoli so we can meet with him in order to study the program of unity and 
reform and to see how we can resume the PLO's march and preserve its unity 

and independence. On these bases, the meetings currently taking place in Aden 
are ones among factions that have been invited in the first place to study the 
state of affairs in the entire Arab region, including the situation in the 
Lebanese and Palestinian arenas. These factions today held a closed and 
lengthy meeting with PDRY Chairman ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, These factions were 
the Lebanese Communist Action Organization, the PFPLP, the DFLP, and the YSP. 
The invitation to visit Aden was aimed at these factions studying the situa- 
tion and for them to come out with a general stand. I believe that you will 
receive today the text of the statement announced by the YSP on the first 
session of these meetings. The main goal of our visit to Aden was to join 

the brothers in the PDRY in their celebrations on the 20th anniversary of 

14 October revolution, to have a general study of the Arab arena’s conditions, 
and to lay out bases of cooperation to confront the imperialist, Zionist, 
reactionary onslaught. 


(Nawfal] Thank you for this comprehensive explanation. However, you tried 
to avoid an answer to my question. Do I understand that there has been no 


meeting between you and Abu lLyad? 


[Abu Sharif] Yes, no meeting has been held so far. 
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PLO AIDE SEES FRENCH SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIANS 
PMO31601 London AL-~SHAROQ AL~AWSAT in Arabic 29 Oct 43 p ] 


["Abd al-Jalil Damaq report: “PLO Representative in Tunis--Significance of 
My Meetings With Mitterrand Includes Recognition of Palestinian People's 


Rights" | 


[Excerpts] Tunis--PLO representative in Tunisia, Hakam Bal'’awi, has attended 
all the receptions and ceremonies held on the occasion of President Francois 
Mitterand'’s official visit to Tunisia, which ends today. The French Embassy 
directly contacted the PLO representative and informed him of its desire that 
he attend these ceremonies, 


AL-SHARO AL-AWSAT contacted Mr Bal‘awi and asked him about his views regard- 
ing this attitude and particularly about the French president's talk on the 
first evening of his visit, when he met Arab League Secretary Ceneral Chedli 
Klibi and the Arab ambassadors to Tunisia, Bal’awi said: “When Prench FPor- 
eign Minister Claude Cheysson visited Tunisia 2 weeks ago I asked to meet him. 
He responded immediately, and the meeting was objective and very useful, At 
the meeting we discussed the present situation in the Arab area in general and 
the Palestine problem in particular, as well as Palestinian-FPrench relations. 
I felt that there is a positive development in the FPrench understanding of 

the Palestinian people's situation and their struggle under the PLO's leader- 
ship. I also felt that PLO Executive Committee Chairman and Commander in 
chief of the Palestinian Revolution Abu ‘Ammar [Yasir ‘Arafat is respected 

and appreciated by Mr Cheysson, as well as by the French state and French peo- 
ple,” 


He added: "I also feel that during his visit to Tunis, President Mitterrand 
has in fact expressed this French attitude. At all the meetings and recep- 
tions he has shown increasing understanding of the Palestine problem and has 
expressed the need to find a just solution that will give the Palestinian 
people their legitimate and inalienable rights. I would like to point here 

to the face that the Prench Embassy in Tunis was anzious to contact me directly 
in order to inform me of Mr Mitterrand'’s visit and its desire that I attend 

all the receptions and ceremonies together with members of the diplomatic corps 
in Tunis, including the reception at the airport, the dinner which President 
Bourguiba held for the French president, and the meeting between President 
Mitterand and the Arab League secretary general, Naturally, I have attended 





all these ceremonies in response to an official invitation from the Tunisian 
Foreign Ministry, which undoubtedly was issued by arrangement with the French 
authorities concerned,” 


Bal'awi added: When we met with President Mitterrand together with Chedli 
Klibi he said: We (France) intervened in western Beirut to protect the Pales- 
tinians when Israel was bombing it. This angered Israel. When I visited 
Ierael I told them there that the Palestinians have a right to a homeland. 

I gaid this in Israel, although the Israelis are not used to hearing such 
things in Tel Aviv. The UN resolutions in this regard must be implemented. 


President Mitterrand also said: I understand why the Palestinians are pessi- 
mistic; it is because their position is unique. The Palestinians are a cul- 
tured, civilized, and ancient people, and therefore it is a tragedy to see 
them in this situation, But the Palestinians are affected by the Arab divi- 
sions and disputes, so I am concerned about these disputes because they weaken 
the Arab rights and will have adverse effects on the Palestine problem. 
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JERUSALEM MAYOR CABLES ‘ARAFAT, ARAB LEADERS 
JNO61055 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 6 Nov 87? p 2% 


[Text] Amman (AL-DUSTUR)--Deported Jerusalem Mayor Rawhi al-Khatib sent a 
cable yesterday to Yasir ‘Arafat, PLO Executive Committee chairman and the 
commander in Chief of the Palestinian revolution forces, in which he announced 
support for the Palestinian legitimacy and decisionmaking. 


Following is the test of Al-Hkatib’s cable to ‘Arafat: 


"The heart of Jersualem is bleeding because of the fighting of the brothers 

and the shedding of the honorable blood in Lebanon at a time in which Jerusalem 
is waiting for those brothers, with the honest poeple in the Arab and Islamic 
nations, to liberate and save it. 


"Our hearts are with you, with the legitimacy, and with the independent Pales- 
tinian decisionmaking under the Palestinian National Charter for which you are 
struggling." 


Al-Khatib also sent cables to the Arab leaders in which he appealed to them to 
immediately intervene in order to stop the regrettable fighting between the 
brothers and to immediately and firmly work for the prevalence of reconcilia- 
tion, the regaining of solidarity, and to prepare for the confrontation of the 
enemies’ challenges against the Arabs and Islam. 


Al-Khatib said: We appeal to you and to the Arab and Islamic nations to immedi- 
ately intervene to stop the brothers’ fighting in northern Lebanon and put an 
end to the shedding of the honorable Arab blood in secondary differences that 
will exhaust the Palestinian and Arab efforts, threaten the Palestinian entity, 
legitimacy, leadership, and independent decisionmaking, and encourage the ene- 
mies to entrench their occupation and to increase the Judaization measures in 
the occupied Arab territories. We also appeal to you so the neighboring Arab 
countries will not face similar dangers. 


Al-Khatib said: Help, before it is too late. Prophet Muhammad's Isra’ [refer- 
ence to Prophet Muhammad's nocturnal journey to heaven] is watching your efforts 
to stop the destructive fighting, achieve reconciliation and solidarity, and to 
prepare for the joint struggle against the enemy to liberate the Holy Land, the 
Golan, and southern Lebanon, 
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PALESTINIAN FIGURES CITED ON FATAH STRIFE 
PM091557 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 8 Nov 83 p 3 


[Magdi Allam dispatch: "Political Understanding Impossible: Only War for 
Fatah: | 


[Excerpts] Damascus, 7 November--At the end of his brief visit to Damascus, 
Italian Foreign Minister Andreotti met with Khalid al-Fahum, speaker of the 

PNC (the PLO's parliament in exile), who still acknowledges ‘Arafat's legal- 
ity as "Chairman of the PLO Executive Council," though he considers the politi- 
cal demands made by Abu Musa's rebels valid. "I am an independent figure," 
Al-Fahum told me in an interview; "I was a founder member of the PLO back in 
1964 and do not belong to any organizations, so I cannot take sides in the 
fighting between the loyalist and rebel fedayeen." Though pointing out that 

an initiative is being taken by a tripartite committee to obtain a cease fire 
and the start of a political solution among the Fatah factions, al-Fahum ad- 
mitted that "now it is not as easy as 6 months ago, at the start of the revolt, 
to achieve a peaceful understanding.” 


Concerning che rebels’ intention to form a new Palestinian leadership to re- 
place ‘Arafat's present leadership, he said that “only the National Council 
has the power to elect a new leadership.” Al-Fahum minimized the importance 
of the fighting in Tripoli and maintained that the casulaty figures are ex- 
aggerated and inflated. In this connection he pointed out to me a report from 
the Popular Front --"a neutral organization in this fighting"--according to 
which through Monday morning, losses totalled 21 and casualties not more than 
90 or 80, 


This observation was the starting point for another interview, with Mahmud 
al-Labadi, the rebels’ official spokesman. "‘Arafat greatly exaggerates the 
casualty figures to stir the emotions of the international public and to dis- 
tract attention from the rebels’ demands." 


What are these demands, right now? I asked. What is actually being asked of 
‘Arafat? "We have taken the decision to expel ‘Arafat from northern Lebanon,” 
he said, "We have asked Tripoli's political and religious organizations to 
persuade ‘Arafat to leave with his military cadres. We would like to spare 
the civil population's lives, but if forced to do so, we will adopt all neces- 
sary measures to achieve our objective." 
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So Tripoli is about to become another Beirut, with bombardments of the city 
and fighting within. Al-Labadi told me that at a later stage the rebels 
will take the initiative of calling a Fatah congress to elect a new leader- 
ship to replace ‘Arafat. "We are now in a majority," he said. 


He added: "'‘Arafat is not authorized to represent the PLO at the summit of 
Arab heads of state (it was this very controversy--raised by Syria--that caused 
the postponement of the Riyadh summit scheduled for 20 November). [Quote 

marks as published] 
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BRIEFS 


JORDAN'S PALESTINIANS REJECT DISSIDENTS--Amman (SAWT AL-SHA'B)--The represen- 
tatives of the popular Palestinian sectors in the Palestinian groupings and 
refugee camps in Jordan have sent a cable to PLO Executive Committee Chairman 
Yasir ‘Arafat. Those who sent the cable announced that they wash their hands 
of those who have split from the ranks of the Palestinian revolution, those 
who have disavowed their cause and homeland, those who have become lackeys in 
the hands of the Syrian and Libyan regimes, which are plotting against the 
Palestinian revolution and cause, and those who are shooting at their brother 
fighters who remained steadfast in Beirut in the face of the Zionist enemy, 
and who today are standing steadfast in Tripoli in the face of the Arab 
agents. The representatives of the popular Palestinian sectors in Jordan 
announced their support for ‘Arafat in his battle and their adherence to the 
Palestinian revolution, the PLO, the independent Palestinian decisionmaking, 
and the Palestinian leadership. The cable carried the signature of a great 
number of chairmen and representatives of the popular Palestinian sectors in 
the Palestinian groupings and refugee camps in Jordan who held a meeting for 
this purpose at the PLO office in Amman yesterday. [Text] [JNO50905 Amman 
SAWT AL-SHA'B in Arabic 5 Nov 83 pp 1, 19] 
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QATAR 


QATARI PRESS COMMENTS ON TYRE EXPLOSION, U.S. ROLE 
GFO051400 Doha QNA in Arabic 0650 GMT 5 Nov 83 


[Excerpts] Doha, 5 Nov (QNA)--The Qatari press lauded in their editorials 
today the heroic commando operation which led to the destruction of the 
Israeli military headquarters in Tyre which killed many Israeli occupation 
soldiers. 


The newspaper AR-RAYAH said: This daring breakthrough and suicide attack on 
the enemy headquarters will raise the hopes in regaining the spirit of 
sacrifice. 


Concluding, AR-RAYAH said that inspite of inter-Arab fighting and its bad 
effect on the sons of the Arab people, this commando operation against the 
enemy's headquarters in Tyre will bring back the spirit of sacrifice for a 
pentrating attack against the enemy's heart and not the one buring in our 
hearts in northern Lebanon. 


Today's issue of the newspaper AL-'ARAB described the explosion of the enemy 
military headquarters in Tyre as a new method of resisting the enemy. 


Under the headline "The Tyre Operation, a Heroic Achievement by the Sons of 
Southern Lebanon," AL-'ARAB said the operation showed the Lebanese national 
dialogue conference in Geneva how important is the depth of resistance and 
steadfastness among the sons of southern Lebanon. 


The newspaper said that the heroic operation affirmed anew the depth and 
soundness of the flame of struggle being waged by the sons of the south and 
their firm will in resisting the Zionist invasion forces which intend to 
continue their occupation of southern Lebanon. The sons of the south intend 
to turn it into a hell for the invaders. 


The English language newspaper GULF TIMES affirmed that the Tyre operation was 

a natural reaction to the continued Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon and 

to the attempt by the Zionist enemy and the United States to impose the recon- 

ciliation treaty on Lebanon. Concluding its editorial, the newspaper called on 
the United States to stop its full support for Israel by exercising pressure 

on it to force it to accept a just peaceful settlement in the Middle East. 


CSO: 4400/50 








QATAR 


OIL MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMIC ISSUES 
GFO41001 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 4 Nov 83 p l 
[Article by R. Mohan] 


[Text] Doha--Qatar's minister of finance and petroleum, Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
ibn Khalifah Al Thani, said here yesterday that an increase in oil output by 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries [OPEC] at this stage would 
be premature. He said this was his personal opinion and that if the group 

as a whole were to come to a different conclusion, he would be prepared to 
consider it. 


In an interview with KHALEEJ TIMES, Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz also touched on 
Qatar's reserves, falling oil revenues, retrenchment in the ministries and 
the summit of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council. 


The minister said: "From my point of view, I feel that an increase in oil 
Output would be premature, considering the fragility of demand for oil at 
present. 


"However, I am ready to consider a different conclusion if the group as a whole 
feels justified to raise levels in view of definite and proven pick-up in 
demand." 


He was answering a question on whether OPEC was likely to increase output quotas. 
He pointed out that these quotas were determined by the OPEC ministerial meetings. 
"Such quotas are subject to periodical review and the next meeting is scheduled 
for early next month. At the same time, the OPEC monitoring and marketing 
committee watches output levels and makes recommendations regarding such levels 
to the ministerial meeting." 


Answering a question on investment of surplus funds, Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz said 
Qatar was, aS a matter of fact, drawing on some of its reserves. "It is not 
anticipated that for the coming months Qatar will have any new surpluses to 
invest in the world financial markets.” He said this was owing to a fall in 
oil revenues. 


However, the new Gulf Investment Corporation would "of course, serve as a new 
means to further enhance the already existing cooperation in the investment 
fields. Coordination will, of course, take place through Oatar representatives 
in the board of directors." 





The minister said the board had already been nominated by the AGCC minister of 
finance, after their decision on October 12 this year at a meeting in Riyadh, 
where they announced the formtion of the Gulf Investment Corporation (QIC) 
with a paid up capital of $2,100 million. 


"It was decided then that the first instalment of 20 per cent of the subscribed 
share capital by each of the six contributing countries would be paid before 
November 15. The board will hold its first meeting in Kuwait on November 4,” 
he said. 


Shaykh ‘Abd al-'Aziz said: "As a result of the decline in oil revenues and the 
announced deficit budget, certain economies had to be introduced by the govern- 
ment of Qatar. These economies include, among other things, deferring the start 
of work on new projects and the contraction in government spending.” 


Regarding retrenchment, he said: "Certain rationalisation in manpower utilisa- 
tion had also to be made. Such rationalisation measures were necessary even 
without the fall in revenues. The 20 per cent figure is certainly an exaggerated 
one and the number of people affected is certainly very small and would have 

been affected under normal sound management practices.” 


Asked when the government proposed to grant full powers to the Qatar Monetary 
Agency (QMA) (which is the central bank but without full powers), Shaykh 

"Abd al-'Aziz said the QMA was "completing its manpower structure and thus getting 
ready to exercise full authority” according to the law under which it had been 
created. 


He said the Ministry of Finance had extended several powers to the OMA during the 
past 12 months. “The agency has now taken over full responsibility for control 
and supervision of money exchange establishments. This, of course, is in 
addition to its power over commercial banking and the traditional job of issuance 
of money.” 


The minister said that as for exploiting Qatar's massive natural gas reserves, 
it would take several years before it was available as a product on full scale. 
While referring to Qatar's steps to go ahead with the project, the minister 
said it would be by the end of this decade, in about six years, that the gas 
project would have a secure share in the world demand. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FAHD MAKES SPEECH AT KING ‘ABD-AL-'AZIZ UNIVERSITY 
LD252055 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 0400 GMT 25 Oct 83 


[Excerpts] His Majesty King Fahd Ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz paid a visit yesterday 
evening to King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz University in Jidda. His majesty arrived at 
the University 2145 accompanied by His Royal Highness ‘Abd ar-Rahman Ibn 
"Abd al-‘Aziz, deputy defense and aviation minister. His Majesty King Fahd 
Ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz made a speech in which he said: 


In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate; blessings be on the 

profit of God. It pleases me and makes me happy to meet this evening brothers 
and sons on whom, after God, we rely in building this homeland and working for 
its proyvress. I am proud to belong to the teaching family. If I have performed 
a duty in what I have done with regard to educational progress in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, I do not claim that it was only I who perfomred that duty 
which has led us to an honorable position as far as the Kingdon of Saudi Arabia 
is concerned; there were others who participated in this with me, some of whom 
are dead and others who are working today in various sections in the Ministry 
of Education or elsewhere. 


His majesty pointed out that the number of students in 1955 was less than 
40,900 and that the number of secondary schools was not more than 4, which 
were not as complete as they could be but which performed a duty and produced 
graduates. I know that when a graduate comes, whether there are one, two, 
three, four, less or more, government officials compete for them because every 
government department wants to have sons of the homeland who can carry out the 
duty. If we look carefully now--after only a few years--compared with the re- 
vival of other nations, we find hundreds of citizens with the highest qualifi- 
cations, some of whom have degrees such as the license, Masters or PhD. In my 
estimation a degree is a foundation on which man relies; after God, man relies 
basically on his brain. The greater university is the university of life it- 
self. Clearly life at current time relies, after God on knowledge. Knowledge 
has now become an element basic to all matters, big or small. Therefore, we 
are happy to find that our citizens have reached such standards. 


The steps that have been taken and which have pushed the wheel of education 
forward in a short period of time demonstrate these high scientific standards, 
They also demonstrate the fact that the Saudi citizen in this secure country, 
which God willing, will continue to be a secure country, has pushed himself 
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forward and wanted to join the caravan. Many brothers know that one particu- 
lar year we were taken aback by the withdrawal of all those on whom we depend 
in the fields of education and others, but the Saudi citizens went to work 
and did their duty in the government, in schools and universities. There- 
fore, reliance should be always on the citizen, after reliance on God. We 
thank our brothers in the Arab countries for the assistance they gave us by 
providing teachers who contributed a great deal; their contribution of course 
is to another Arab country. The state will not spare any expense with regard 
to education at any time, but there is a limit to what one can do, and even 
if the state were willing to spend millions it is not possible for us to 
create the educational resources easily. Man can build an entire city, but 
he cannot easily create men. There is no doubt that the fact that Saudi 
Arabia's reliance on its sons contributed to advancing the wheel of progress. 


We do not claim to be perfect, since only God is perfect, but we can say that 
we have reached the current level of scientific, industrial and social develop- 
ment in a period of not more than 30 years. This is a short period by any 
standard, We can say, and we are proud of the fact, that our scientific and 
educational standard is not less than that of the neighboring African and 

Asian countries which embarked on this path tens of years before us. We do 

not claim superiority. But I stress that this country relies, after relying 

on God, on its Islamic faith. He who relies on the true Islamic faith is 

bound to make much progress and serves his countrymen in all fields. If we 
look back we find that 5 or 6 years ago, or at the most 7 years ago, our agri- 
cultural produce was about 5,000 tons; this year it is more than 700,000 tons-- 
that is from a few thousand to several hundred thousand--and our country was 
said to be a desert land where there could be no agriculture. With the help 

of God, every citizen did his utmost and the state made its large and effec- 
tive contribution which enables the citizen to rely on himself. The citizens 
forged ahead and thus we find that in just a few years we have reached this 
standard in agriculture. 


Referring to industry his majesty gaid: If we look for instance at tne indus- 
trial side we find that industry had developed greatly in a decade. I believe 
that we have over 1,200 factories, as the number of factories in Saudi Arabi: 
is 1,600 factories, |] 

tribution was hi,4ly effective in assisting its citizens. 
can be proud of the fact that their homeland has made the r 


arge and small. It is only natural that the state's con- 
erefore citizens 
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Th 
ight start in the 
scientific, agricultural and industrial areas. 


Once more I say this is a blessing from God, and it is the blessing of adher- 
ing to the faith of Islam. We fear nobody but God, on whom we rely. Our 
l under no 
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major target is adherence to the faith of Islam from which we wil] 
f Islam has everything that mankind needs-- 


circumstances deviate. The faith o 


affection, gentleness, kindness and strength--it contains al] virtues. It has 


clearly shown us all problems and also all good things. It has two virtues-- 
the virtue of this world and that of the world to come. Proceeding from this, 
the kingdom at present enjoys the best of situations in the world. If we 
think about the freedom that is allowed by the faith of Islam we will find 
that it is the right freedom. If we look at security and stability, we find, 
thanks to God, that our country enjoys voth security and stability. We do not 
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claim that there are no problems or mistakes. Man is always more likely to 
be wrong than right, but if a comparison is drawn--a United Nations meeting 
looking into crime in the world emphasized that the Kingdon of Saudi Arabia 
is at the forefront of the countries if not the primary country that enjoys 
security. This security is not based on oppression or force but on firm 
bases and foundations that will last forever, namely the citizen's absorp- 
tion of the faith of Islam. Therefore our course is the right one. 


As Muslims we do not oppose anybody, we do not interfere in the affairs of 
others, neither can we constitute harm to any people or country in the world. 
We are fully aware of the fact that there must be some who harbor rancor 
against this country, which used to be described as a lackey of imperialism 
or of Israel, as has been reported in newspapers, magazines, radio and tele- 
vision, [Words indistinct] This country has not been colonized, and there- 
fore this country has become a silent steadfast country which adheres un- 
yieldingly to one principle--the law of Muhammad, God's blessing be on him. 

We do not boast at all; this reality does not do us any harm and we are proud 
of the fact that nobody can ever put this country and its people in a critical 
position, Our country has not entered into any commitments or undertakings 
toward anybody; in fact we want to be friends with everyone within the frame- 
work of our Islamic faith and our national interests. Naturally, the govern- 
ment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia derives from this great nation. We will 
do our best to avoid problems for our dear homeland, unless the matter concerns 
our faith or our homeland. Self-defense is a legal right. Therefore we must 
adhere to the right faith. Regrettably there are poeple in some countries and 
perhaps in our own country who have embraced Islam for a personal reason, to 
attain a personal goal which is removed from the faith itself. The fact is 
that there is no ambiguity in Islam; right is clear and wrong is clear. 


Once again I repeat that I am very happy to see the source of knowledge in 
Jidda, from where there have been many yraduates now working in great numbers 
in various fields and who have colleagues in other universities in the kingdom, 
in Riyadh, the eastern region or elsewhere. According to statistics there 

are now 70,000 students in universities. If we go back 27 years, we find that 
there were in the whole education establishment about 30,000 students, and now 
we have /0,000 in the universities alone. As the acting head of the university 
has said, there are nearly 2 million students in Saudi Arabia, For this we 
thank God, 


It is painful that whether we like it or not many problems now exist in the 
Arab area, When we meet leaders from the Fast or the West, or from the United 
States, they tel] us that the Arab states and Arab leaders have differences 
and that there are big differences; what exists in fact is a search for some- 
thing better. But this is being exploited by those who want to exploit it. 

At the forefront of these is Israel, which is trying to establish itself; it 
has managed to establish itself, but this is only temporary and in the end it 
will not, God willing, be able to stand up to the Islamic faith. The Arabs 
are not the only ones who support Islam. Islam has been supported by those 
who care for the Islamic faith all over the world, It is the Arab duty for us 
to know the reality of existing problems, if these problems exist, and for the 














Arab nation to reach a unified and united stance in the same framework, among 
{ts leaders or its peoples, This way we will attain the results we want and 
we will attain our legal rights. tut if the Arab differences continue tn the 
same framework we have been experiencing for years, this is not a result of 
today but of a long time ago. I believe in one thing, namely it is inevitable 
that one day, in the not too distant future, the world of the Arab nation will 
be united within one framework, and then it will gain respect and admiration 
from both Fast and West. When one studies Arab differences, one finds that 
they are marginal differences, which the enemies of the Arab nation have ex- 
ploited. 

There are people who are known by their deeds; there are those who want to 
make material gains and try to infiltrate in order to create a problem between 
one Arab country and another. This danger is less than that constituted by 
those who do not want the Arab nation to unite and who want to create division 
and discord, I believe that these people are ignorant; they (?went as far as) 
studying and outlining scientific methods to attain their aims, namely, to sow 
divisions among the Arab nation. We, as Saudis, are convinced that there is 
no problem, but insults did exist. Recent years have made us realize that 
there are two kinds of people--there is the enemy who is not interested in 
material gains but who wants to see division and discord prevailing in the 
Arab nation; there are others whose first interest is material and who want 

to make gains in this respect, But when there were meetings between the Arab 
leaders and when mutual understanding and correct discussion began it was found 
that there was nothing but insults. Fortunately the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
has no problem with any other Arab country, but this is not enough in my opin- 
lon because, whether we like it or not, we are within the Arab framework and 
therefore there are many duties that we have to perform, We must knock at 

the doors of our brothers the leaders of the Arab nation. I am sure, as it 
Appears to me, that there is not one Arab leader who does not want the Arab 
nation to confront the enemy within a single framework and according to its 
own interests, 


There is an experiment that is in its third year--the experiment of the Gulf 
states and their connection with each other. This connection or cohesion has 
not been built on the foundation of deviation from the Arab nation or devia- 
tion for the Arab League or other Arab organizations. We found ourselves 
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near each other and having the same traditions and common interests. There- 
fore, the achievements that have been made with regard to the Gulf states 
are in my opinion very great achievements. This is just an example | wanted 
to introduce to demonstrate that with mutual understanding, far-sightedness 
ind pushing aside the idea that no accord can be established, the inevitable 
result will be agreement. As Arab officials we must make a step forward in 
this direction, I do not belleve that such steps come from Arab leader 
Alone, but the Arab press and Arab men of letters who can also push the Arab 


nation into the correct framework, 
Saudi Arabia, as it is known to our brothers, is the host country of the Arab 


summits; naturally this makes us very happy. Saudi Arabia is now bent on pre- 


paring well for the Arab summit. The Arab summit is not 4 matter wh 
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be held at a certain date or on a certain day. We are acting on the assumption 
that the summit will be held on schedule. Being the host country, the kingdom 
is exerting efforts so that the Arab summit conference will be an actual summit 
conference of which the Arab nation can be proud and which will reach the re- 
sults the Arab nation aspires to. I do not think there would be any harm if 
higher Arab interests demand the postponement of this conference to achieve 
what the Arab nation hopes for. 


[ do not believe that there is any Arab leader who wants the Ara’. nation to 

go backward. In my opinion every Arab leader wants to make the Arab nation 
achieve better things. This is what is hoped for in Saudi Arabia, but we must 
realize that if Arab and Islamic interests demand the postponement of the con- 
ference, I believe that there will be no problem. It gives Saudi Arabia great 
happiness to host the leaders of the Arab nation, who through full accord can 
push forward the wheel of progress, as was the case at the FES summit confer- 
ence. This was a successful conference, and we hope that it will be followed 
by other successes. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia wishes the summit conference to be held on its 
territory without any conditions. We do not make conditions to anybody, nor 
have we made any demands. Consultations are being made now to crystalize the 
interests of the Arab nation in an Arab framework, through which both East and 
West will come to realize that the Arab nation is united in one framework. I 
stress that we are still making great efforts in preparing for the comfort of 
the leaders of the Arab nation in their homeland, Saudi Arabia, since any Arab 
homeland is the homeland of the Arab nation as a whole. 


After his speech his majesty replied to questions put to him by tutors, students, 
and others, 


CSO: 44,00 / 54 


72 








SYRIA 


PALESTINE BROADCAST ON U.S., ISRAELI PLANS 
JNO31018 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 16W GMT 2 Nov 83 
[Palestine broadcast: from "Abu Salim's Talk” program) 


[Text] The moves that the United States and its allies are undertaking in 

the region as well as U.S. officials’ statements justifying these moves show 
that their moves are consistent with their plans to spread complete hegemony 
over the Arab region and the Middle Last region in general. U.S. representa- 
tives, reporters, and analysts affirm this, as do all of the reporters, 
commentators, and political analysts in the world. In fact, we consider every 
person in the world--especially in our region, which is the first target of 
that U.S. plan--who does not confront these U.S. moves and plans as a partner 
in the attempt to implement that U.S. plan. Every person who tries to persuade 
us that the Americans want what is good for us is not only lying to us or 
trying to deceive us, but is also deceiving himself, because the Americans 
themselves are lying. 


On this basis, everyone, particularly the Arab people, view the talk of these 
people, who are trying to convince us that the Americans want what is good 
for us and want Arab solidarity, as having no other purpose than calling on 
the Arab nation to capitulate to the United States and its plans. These 
people are making a clear declaration to all of the honorable Arab forces, 
which bear the responsibility for confronting the U.S. and Zionist plans, that 
they are partners in the attempts to implement the U.S.-Zionist plan and that 
the only mission they are ready to assume is the attempt to secure complete 
Arab surrender to the United States. 


in an interview with the Kuwaiti newspaper AL-SIYASAH, the president of the 
Eyyptian regime frankly stated that the United States should not hesitate at 

all to impose its hegemony over the region, because any hesitation would not 

be in its friends’ interest and might make its friends lose their confidence 

in it. In accordance with this evidence and the clarity of the positions, 

we can say that a clear and complete sorting out operation took place in all 
arenas, especially in our region's arena. This fact should make the Arab 
forces, which bear the responsibility of confrontation, move and arrange their 
affairs--as the background and all of the affairs are quite clear to them, 

These forces can and are required to create facts that can give all the Arab 
people encouragement as well as the moral and material support that would enable 
them to express their faith in these forces’ lines and position, and to express 
their readiness to rally around them by undertaking effective work to make these 
people take the initiative in the region and to make them the decislonmarcers and 
determiners of reality in the whole region. 


~~ 
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SYRIA 


PALESTINE BROADCAST CRITICIZES REAGAN'S FOREIGN POLICY 
JNO40600 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1630 GMI 3 Nov 83 
[Palestine broadcast: "Talk of the Return") 


(fexzt} Struggler brothers: In this week's issue, and under the headline 
"Greater Syria,” AT-TALA'L, organ of the PLO and the al-Sa'iqah organization 
says: U.S. President Reagan has recently spoken about the Greater Syria plan. 
He said that the Syrian Arab Republic seeks to achieve the Greater Syria plan, 
which 16 aimed at annexing Lebanon and most of Jordan to the Syrian Arab 
Kepublic. President Keagan did not forget to level threats and say that the 
United States will not allow Syria to do so. It seems that by saying this, 
President Reagan was trying to justify the U.S. Army's occupation of the 
lebanese territories under the pretext of assisting Lebanon within the frame- 
work of the so-called multination force. 


before saying that President Keagan'’s statements are either sound or false, 

we notice that these statements prove the prevalent opinion, especially in the 
United States, that President Reagan knows nothing about foreign policy. It 
seems that President Reagan knows nothing about the history of the Greater 
Syria plan. Keagan thinks that this is a Syrian plan, given that all those 
wio experienced Arab politics in the forties and the fifties know that this 
plan is a colonial british plan which Britain was seeking to implement through 
"Abdallah and the Hashemite regime in Amman to annex Syria, the republic, 
to a reactionary monarchy which ruled Jordaa. 


7 
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[t seems that the White House officials have not yet said anything to 
Vresident Reagan about the twin to this plan; namely, the plan of the Fertile 
Crescent, which is another British plan that Britain was seeking to implement 
oug) another Hashemite regime; namely, the Hashemite regime in Iraq. The 
biggest tool of this plan was former Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Sa'di, 

and the prince regent at that time, Prince ‘Abd al-llah. The aim of this 
plan, which was crushed by Syria, was to annex Syria, the republic, to a 
reactionary monarchy vhiich was ruling Iraq. 


rc 
~ 

~ 
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lt seems that President Reagan is not aware of this well-known information. 
fhis proves that he knows nothing about foreign policy. Even the White House 
officials who surround the President are amateur politicians who know nothing 
about the history of the Arab homeland and the Middle East. 
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The matter is not only that of ignorance of foreign policy, but it also 

implies a U.S. warming that the United States will not permit the establishment 
of a comprehensive Arab unity. The United States also will not allow the Arab 
nation to achieve its great historic aspiration which is represented by the 
establishment of a unified Arab state which would liberate the Arab will and 
turn the Arab homeland into a great force in order to build a better world empty 
of oppression and colonialism--a world that is contrary to the world which the 
United States wants under the slogan of U.S. national security—-which is 
represented by consecrating the entire universe to serve U.S. interests. The 
United States, through President Reagan, says that it will resist any attempt 

at Arab unity whether it is a false unity, such as the greater Syria and the 
Fertile Crescent plans, or a real Arab unity which has been sought by the 

Syrian Arab people ever since the Arab nation had chosen them as its vanguard 
fighting force to achieve the comprehensive Arab unity. Through his ignorant 
Statements on Greater Syria, President Reagan warns the Arab nation that 

he will not allow it to achieve its greater objective. Thus, the United States 
proves that it is an enemy of the Arabs even more than Israel is an enemy of the 
Arabs. 
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SYRIA 


"ARAFAT'S ‘ACCUSATIONS, LIES’ ABOUT SYRIA NOT NEW 
JNO41/01 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1260 CMT 4 Nov 83 


[Station commentary ] 


[lext}] This is not the first time that Yasir ‘Arafat has leveled accusations 
and lies against Syria in order to justify his defeats and failure in the 

arena of Palestinian action. Every time the siege around ‘Arafat is increased 
by the Palestinian cadres opposing his deviationist policy, he begins to cry 
Out; to make accusations and lies; and to ask for help from this party or that, 
requesting that he be rescued from the impasse he has reached or has put 
himself in. It is useful to recall that ‘Arafat was the party that rejected 
the decisions of the Palestinian reconciliation committee, the formation of 
which he called for and in whose work he participated. He ignored this 
committee and its recommendation because it did not conform with his preference 
for monopolizing authority and imposing his deviationist policy on the 
Palestinian action in the Arab and international arenas. 


Today, ‘Arafat made new allegations and lies against Syria, accusing it of 
participating in the current fighting in Tripoli between the Fatah movement's 
al-'Asifah forces and ‘Arafat's gang in an effort to justify his defeats and 
failure. He has tried such blackmail methods several times and has failed 

to achieve what he wanted because these groundless accusations, as an official 
Syrian source affirmed, do not achieve what their creators want, but only reveal 
the objectives and plans on which they move. 


The Palestinian revolution groups know that Syria's firm and durable decision 
is noninterference in the Palestinian differences. This stand is an old and 
continuous one. ‘Arafat cannot convince anyone that the opposite of this 

fact is true, and the Palestinian groups’ commanders are aware of this. Syria, 
which presented and is still presenting everything for the unity of the 
Palestinian ranks and for enabling the Palestinian revolution to play its 
struggle role in order to achieve the Palestinians’ demands for liberation and 
return, will remain concerned about the decision it has been making since the 
discord and clashes between the two Fatah factions began. We consider this 
discord an inter-Palestinian one, and the fighting to be between the two Fatah 
factions. The Syrian forces, which did not intervene either in the past or 

at present, will not intervene in amy Palestinian conflict. 
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Reyardless of ‘Arafat's attempts to invent falsehoods and lies, his blatant 
style will not benefit him because the reality is known and his stands are 
disclosed on both the Arab and Palestinian levels. Therefore, he shoulders 
the responsibility of his failure after he rejected all mediation to resolve 
the discord between the two Fatah sides by peaceful means and after he 
escalated the situation and led matters to this extent. ‘Arafat and his 
gang are behind the current fighting in Tripoli, because he is hoping to 
restore what he has lost in the Palestinian action arena. 


However, according to reports from Tripoli, what took place in north 
Lebanon, is that a state of great resentment of the practices of ‘Arafat and 
his gang is currently prevailing in the Palestinian refugee camps in north 
Lebanon, thus expressing rejection of ‘Arafat's continuing style cf lies. 
"Arafat should have remembered that whoever shoulders command responsibilities 
in the Palestinian revolution or in any other revolution must at least enjoy 
the minimum honesty when he speaks. But ‘Arafat has no such qualifications 
with which to support himself when he accuses Syria of participating in the 
fighting. His accusations and falsehoods against Syria in order tu justify 
his disability and defeats will not benefit him. These accusations and 
ilsehoods are due to his deviationist policy and his monopolizing stands and 
decision that serve neither the Palestine question nor the unity of the 
Palestinian ranks. All of these [word indistinct] have led matters to this 
extent in the Palestinian action arena. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE DALLY ON U.S. STATEMENT ON COOPERATION WITH ISRAEL 
GF050826 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0620 GMI 5 Nov 83 


[Excerpts] Dubayy, 5 Nov (WAM)--In its editorial today, the newspaper 
AL-BAYAN expressed its surprise over the statement which U.S. State Depart- 
ment undersecretary Lawrence Eagieberger made last week in which he called 
for the ‘revival of the charter of the strategic cooperation between the 
United States and Israel." 


AL-BAYAN said what is surprising is that one of them calls for the revival 
of this cooperation when no one doubts this cooperation is really existent 
and has never been frozen and that historical events prove "that this 
cooperation is in fact an aggressive collusion aimed at the Arabs' present 
and future and whose objectives are not confined to the encouragment of 
[srael's expansionist designs and the continued support to Israel in money 
and arms so that its hand remains the upper hand in this region of the 
world." 


Concluding, the newspaper noted the increasing threats of this cooperation 
ap.d collusion between the two sides, saying that the U.S. bias and aid 

to the Israeli enemy is the main reason for what is going on in the Arab 
region and the main source of inflammability and instability. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


CUSTOMS DUTY INCREASED--The members of the UAE Supreme Council have issued 
decrees increasing the minimum rate of customs duty levied on imported goods 
to 4 percent. Economy and Trade Minister Sayf al-Jarwan said that the in- 
crease is in accordance with the first clause of the fourth article of the 
unified economic agreement concluded by the GCC countries. The tariffs 
increase is effective as of 6 November 1983. [Text] [GF071536 Ash-Shariqah 
AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 7 Nov 83 p 1] 


ADEN-MUSCAT RELATIONS--Today's papers commented in their editorials on the 
restoration of diplomatic relations between Oman and the PDRY. On this issue, 
the newspaper AL-BAYAN said: The announcement of the restoration of relations 
between Muscat and Aden is a positive step on the road of clearing the Arab 
itmosphere and rallying ran! + to face the current challenges. No doubt this 
achievement enhances security and stability on the Arabian Peninsula and 
consolidates solidarity and joint Arab action and affirms tne anxiousness 

and ability of this region's sons to resolve their differences themselves, 

the paper added. AL-BAYAN praised the president's efforts which he had made 
and is still making to clear the Arab atmosphere, noting that these moves 
spring from the state's conviction of the importance of Arab solidarity. 

On the same topic, the newspaper AL-ITTIHAD said: These efforts which His 
Highness Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan al-Nuhayyan is making to heal the rift are 
important in their timing and the wide area they are covering. Their 
importance gains momentum in the announcement by Aden and Muscat of the 
restoration of diplomatic relations between them. AL-ITTIHAD said: AL1]1 
Arabs look forward to the success of the efforts and moves being made to 


bring the views between Algeria and Morocco and also between Svria and Iraq 


together. [Excerpts] [GF280830 Dubayy Domestic Service in Arabic 0515 GMT 
28 Oct 83] 
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NATURAL GAS WASTE--The Gulf region, containing the largest known reserves of 
Natural gas estimated to be around 6,000 billion cubic feet, is burning 
nearly 70 per cent of its production. A report prepared by Dr ‘Abd Sattar 
Mohammad "Ali, one of the leading Arab oil and gas experts, points out that 
during 1980 alone, the Gulf states burt gas worth nearly 10 billion dollars. 
According to him, the Gulf states’ production of natural gas accounted for 
nearly 60 per cent of the total OPEC gas output. Dr Sattar, in his report, 
has urged judicious use of gas resources by the Gulf states. [Text] 

[GFO81130 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 8 Nov 83 p 3] 


AGREEMENT WITH DENMARK--Abu Dhabi, 6 Nov (WAKH)--The United Arab Emirates and 
Denmark today signed an agreement for economic, industrial, scientific and 
tecliiuical cooperation. The agreement was signed from the UAE side by 
Muhammed Khalifah al-Yusuf, director of the Economic Department at the 
Foreign Ministry and by Danish Charge d'Affaires Erik Widner. The agreement 
aims at developing and encouraging bilateral cooperation, implementation of 
joint projects between institutes and organizations in both countries and 
regulating scholarships and conferences between them. The agreement stipulates 
the formation of a joint committee which would meet alternatively in both 
capitals and supervise the implementation of the agreement. [Text] [GF061811 
Manama WAKH in English 1510 GMT 6 Nov 83 GF] 


UAE FOOD LMPORT-EXPORI--Food products import by the UAE during the first half 
of 1983 reached 1,037.5 million dirhams compared to 942.6 million dirhams for 
the same period last year. The Dubai Chamber of Commerce said today that 

the UAE export of food products during the same period reached 21.5 million 
dirhams. [Summary] [GFO052024 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0900 GMT 5 Nov 83 GF} 


CSO: 4400/49 


=S 





PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


HEALTH OFFICIAL EXPLAINS CARE ABROAD, OTHER ISSUES 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 3 Aug 83 p 3 


[Interview with Deputy Minister of Health ‘Awad Ba-Mutaraf by Huda Fadl: 
"New Job Scales for Doctors, Pharmacists and Other Technical Specialities; 
480,000 Dinars for Medical Treatment Abroad Last Year; We Will Continue To 
Bring in Specialized Medical Teams after al-Jumhuriyah Hospital Opens"; 


date and place not specified] 


[Text] A number of questions sent us to the ministry of Health, and in 
the office of Deputy Minister of Health ‘Awad Ba-Mutaraf, among all the 
papers, we quickly asked these questions. We were unable to ask more 
because of our short session and our other work, but we will return soon 
because this dialogue was very important and interesting, there are many 
concerns and more projects and we have not yet discussed capabilities. 


Expanding Medical Services--One Factor 


[Question] We've noticed an increase lately in the number of those going 
abroad for medical treatment at government expense. Do all these condi- 
tions warrant being sent abroad? 


[Answer] Progress in the health field in the PDRY following the revolu- 
tion is evident in the fields of treatment, prevention and training. During 
the last 15 years, especially following the reform movement and during the 
first and second 3- and 5-year corrective development plans, many health 
facilities were built in the capital and in other governorates to augment 
health services. Many cadres were trained, particularly in socialist coun- 
tries. After the college of medicine was opened, many Yemeni doctors 
graduated--an average of 50 a year. 


Since last year, the health institute has also grown, Instead of training 
four types of mid-level cadres, it now trains around 13 types in various 
technical! fields. 

Medicine in general is one of the more backward fields, and when the quality 
of diagnosis and of specialists improves, diseases will be diagnosed more 


accurately. 











Medical science and technical capabilities are also advancing. We know 
that many diseases have unknown causes or some causes which are unknown, 
and will be left to future research. 


As a result of advances in Yemen, very difficult cases have shown up. 

This may have been due to a lack of specialists or of capabilities. For 
example, some illnesses require radiation treatments. There are many 

types of radiation treatment, which requires training of cadres. There 

are also illnesses over which there is disagreement as to treatment since 
medical schools and diagnoses disagree. This occurs even in medicine in 
advanced countries. Patients will naturally be treated under more than one 
of them as long as our ability to diagnose improves. 


We will see diseases that require further scientific research. This will 
help in the future to establish a medical research center, especially now 
that the medical college has been built. 


The only cases sent by the Ministry of Health are those which cannot be 
treated inside the country. The medical committee deals with cases as 


follows: 


The patient may go for treatment four different ways--entirely at the 
government's expense, with partial assistance from the government, at his 
own expense or by his being transferred to the appropriate section of the 
hospital. 

Some cases are sent abroad by the quarter responsible for them, not by the 
Ministry of Health. 


[Question] Continuing to send such cases is costing enormous sums. Can 
specialists be brought in for cases that you believe will recur? 


‘Answer|] We have dealt with question of sending patients in two ways: 


ve all know that medicine in the capitalist countries is bought, so it is 
easy to get an order for the patient to return for treatment. In view of 
this, in any case where the patient has instructions to return for treat- 
ment, he goes again to his specialist and is then sent to the medical com 


mittee, 


The second way is to bring specialized medical teams here. This had been 
done before at al-Jumhuriyah Hospital, where successful operations were 
performed. Because of the current status of the hospital, we cannot con- 
tinue to do so. However, after the hospital opens, we will continue to 
bring teams here, and the necessary medical equipment will also be sys- 
tematically brought in. Emergency cases will be sent abroad directly. 


[Ouestion] How much has treatment abroad cost in recent years? 


[Answer] We began sending people abroad in 1970, at a cost of 5,000 
dinars. The cost in 1982 was 480,000 dinars. This increase is due to 
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two things: the increased cost of treatment abroad and the fact that there 
are now hospitals in the governorates. People are accepted for treatment, 
and the fact that we now have specialized medicine reveals many diseases or 
the need to run tests to make difficult diagnoses. All of this has resulted 
in an increase in the number of cases sent abroad for treatment. 


[Question] Why not send 
which have given and are 
life? 


[An jWeEr Cases nave been 
under agreements with the 
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sent to socialist countries for several years 

se countries, which stipulate that limited num- 
l government institutions will be asked, under 
onal organizations and friendly countries, 

tries, to seek treatment for patients or medical 
these institutions. 
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for treatment in socialist countries are rarely 
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research centers. The 
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omprehensive clinics performing numerous functions. They will bring 
together prevention and treatment in one institution. In Kraytar this 

year we plan to study the feasibility of opening two polyclinic units with 
emergency rooms, obstetricians, pediatricians, x-ray departments, labs and 
maternity and pediatric wards. Only those cases which need to go will be 
sent to hospitals. The specialists at the hospitals will also see patients 
at the polyclinics and treatment will be completed with the same special- 
ist. 


[Question] Will this also be done in the governorates? 


[Answer] In the governorates there will be health care units in the yil- 
lages, with a paramedic for every four or five units. Difficult cases 

will be transferred from the health care units to the health care center 
for the district, from there to the district hospital and then to the 
governorate hospital. We are planning to build (Fuwwah) hospital in the 
Hadramawt Governorate. This year approval was given to build a hospital] 

in Abyan, and a contract will be signed to construct a central hospital for 
Lahij Governorate [as published] next year. Our citizens must consider the 
circumstances so that each one won't think that he is the only one who has 
an urgent case. Right now we want to get more experience in the field of 
nursing. We praise the civil service experiment, which this year has 
chosen 40 young women to send to the Soviet Union for training, which will 
help give better medical services. 


(Ouestion] Many countries are deciding to shorten the training period. 
After completing their seventh year, our doctors still need more training 
and study. What are your policies in this regard? 


‘Answer! Most countries have reduced training to 5 or 6 years. Ours is 
/ years. We are a poor country with iimited capabilities. As for our 
medical school giaduates and those who studied in the same surroundings 
where they will practice, a committee of specialists was formed this year 
to evaluate the current year and either continue or cancel the seventh 
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year, assigning an extra year in the medical school for general studies. 


Ouestion| Just for our information, can college of medicine graduates 


be sent directly to rural areas to work in hospitals and can they be sent 


[Answer| We are currently evaluating this year from all angles. 
(Ouestion| Some students studying medicine abroad are changing their 
specializations, Where do you stand on tnis? 

Answer [he department of education is responsible for them. We send 
people only to specialize and not for general medicine, and we send onl 
those who have practical experience in medicine, Sending them for spe 

lalization is meant to compiement the field they were working in, and it 

not in their best interests to change, Furthermore, we prohibit stu- 
lents’ being sent to study genera! medicine since the llege of medicine 





nas opened. Students are prepared in accordance with the Ministry of 
Planning and in accordance with the requirements of the Ministry and Health 
and the university's plan. We send only pharmacists and dentists. The 
acholarship committee in the ministry of health stopped with the 19/78 
yraduates. They have sent one group to specialize and will send the rest 
this year. We are now training the 1979-89 graduates and may give priority 
to some specializations which have not been very popular with recent 
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PAN LLACLON--who Is Responsibdie? 


[Question] Do you believe sanitation has reached the stage where you can 
defend yourselves against any criticism? 


[Answer} It is not fair to ask this question of the Ministry of Health. 
[he ministry isn’t closing its eyes to this; in fact sometimes criticism 
yoes directly to the Ministry of Health. For example, in each governorate 
there are directors veneral for health services who represent the Ministry 
of Herlth. Any criticism must be directed to them so that the reply can 
come directly from them. It should nct go to the Ministry of Health, 
whose role is supervision and planning. Let's be realistic--we haven't 


been able to solve the sanitation problem in our country because of a 


lack of manpower in this field. Job and social circumstances help make 
the problem worse. For example, we have lost a lot of money in renovating 
ii-Jumhnuriyahn Hospital. If we keep on the same way, and with the same 


capabilities, we will face the same situation at the hospital after renova- 
tion. More people are leaving this field than are entering it. We 
job situation 


ve tne orob lem. 


lieve that the solution to this problem rests with the jo 


ind our i!evel of awareness. We must have some time to so 
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‘Answer| We have seen this with our own eyes. We are currently coordinating 


With the director of al alam sanatorium and the head of the executive 
ffice of Aden Governorate to survey the patients at al-Salam sanatorium. 
When we beyan this task, we found that most of them were from the governor 
ites and the north. we are trying to solve the problem bit by bit. We 
nave sent a specialist on mental iLilness to the fifth governorate 
|'Hadramawt | so that we can open outpatient clinics and send a Spec ialist 
ind equi ent for A pel nert icility. 
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can't carry out this function. The current building is old, but the new 
building is finished and we are furnishing it right now. When it is 
opened and branches are created in the governorates, this problem will 


be solved. 
Job Conditions in Health Field 


[Question] How would you describe the job conditions for nurses, especially 
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the importance of a wage scale that would separate this from other profes- 


gions? 


[Answer!] This is an excellent question to zo into now, for we are discussing 
it with the Ministry of Labor. We have submitted scales for doctors and 


pharmacists and others for nurses. We are in the process of submitting 
scales for every technical specialization, with the duties outlined for 
each scale. The Ministry of Labor has kindly helped us set up these scales 
and in the next few months, a complete scale will be drawn up delineating 


tne job of each group. 
[Question] Why is renovation of al-Jumhuriyah Hospital behind schedule? 


[Answer| The renovation of al-Jumhuriyah Hospital is being done by two 
contractors--one foreign (the French company (Danto-Rogeat)) and one local. 


When the renovation began, things happened that hadn't been taken into 
acc; nt. Some equipment arrived late, the contract was divided between two 
locat ons, there was no coordination with the Ministry of Health and the 
French company started 3 months after the agreement was signed. The 


project was to have been completed in July of this year but has been post- 


poned until November. 
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PLANNING, ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS DETAILED 
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\Text] With the inception of the revolution on 26 September 1962, work was 
launched to introduce a fundamental change in Yemeni society and to eliminate 
its backwardness. Throughout the past 20 years, the blessed revolution has 
devoted its attention to the human element by virtue of its being the means 
and erid to progress so as to develop society economically, soctally and cul- 


turally in order to advance and improve the living standards of all citizens. 


before the establishment of the Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Youth 
in 19/6, the country had no regular social welfare services. Such services 
were limited to some forms of assistance and charity to the needy and dis- 
abled. 

fhe ministry undertook responsibility for changing the concepts that were 
then prevalent, and social welfare has now become a means of social develop- 
ment designed to help the disabled rebuild their lives and personalities and 
adapt positively so that they can contribute to life, each according to his 


ability and capacity. 


The ministry continues its concerted efforts to achieve further accomplish- 


ments in its activities that pertain to the welfare and development of 


women, children and physically and socially retarded groups that canno 


deal with unforeseen social circumstances. [Ihe ministry also continues its 


efforts to enc ourage voluntary popular activity and to foliow up on the ac- 


tivities f the cooperatives, which contribute effectively to raising ger- 
eral standards in various parts of the repub] . This is in addition to 
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the efforts exe~ ed to enhance the Yemeni worrer’s standard of work and pr 


Yr 


luctivity, to provide him with work opportunities and with the proper worr 


condit ions and to organize labor relations. 
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| review in this report the ministry's most important accomplishments 


i] 
942-43. Now that numerous great accomplishments have been achieved for 
weople in the various spheres, we should not forget to express our best 
to Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president of the republic, general 
inder of the armed forces and general secretary of the Popular Congress, 
ir armed and security forces and to our noble people for the progress, 
perity and peace of our beloved country. 
YVlanning and Follow-up 
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implementing the ministry's comprehensiv 
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in on the basis of a well-studied strategy determined in light of the 
society's real situation and guided by the following: 


Yemeni citizen in his capacity as the basic and moving 
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lping the weak and incapable to determine their needs and develop 
ibilities to contribute to the process of social development. 
siny guidance from the resolutions of the Arab ministers of social 
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try of Labor, Social Affairs and Youth has adopted the system of 
reparation of the first 5-year plan, namely, the 19/6-8] 
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Main features: The project consists of an apartment building of 11 apart- 
ments. Each apartment consists of three rooms--a living room, kitchen and 
bathroom. The ground floor includes an entrance and (a playground) for 
children. 


Cost: 2.1 million Yemeni riyals. 
Completion time: 1 year. 


Present Status: The project's final touches are being applied and it will 
be inaugurated this year, 1983, on the anniversary of the revolution. 


B. Name of project: Student housing and annexes at the Vocational Training 
Institute. 


Site: San‘a’. 

mportance: This project is one of the installations of the Vocational 
Training and Workers Education Institute. It provides stability for the 
students of the Vocational Training and Workers Education Institute so that 
they can gain a better education and benefit scientifically. It also re- 
duces the costs incurred by the students for transportation between the in- 
stitute and their place of residence. 
Main features: The project comprises two floors including 29 rooms, 2 rooms 


for the administration, 4 activity halls, a restaurant, a food hall, a 
kitchen and a food storage room. » 


Cost: 3,780,760 riyals. 
Completion time: 1 1/2 years. 


} 


Present status: To be completed in 1984. 


C. Name of project: Enclosure around grounds of social welfare complex in 
Ta*izz. 


Site: Ta'’‘izz Governorate. 


Importance; This project consists of an enclosure surrounding the social] 
welfare complex in Ta‘izz to protect it. 


Main features: It is a 1,500-meter-long and 2.5-meter-high enclosure. 
Cost: 1.5 million riyals. 
Complet ion time: 16 months. 


Present status: Work continues on the project, which is abou » be 


pleted. 
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D. Name of project: Labor education building. 
: ' 
ite: ana, 
Importance: This project seeks to train and educate all categories of work- 
ers to raise their productivity and enhance labor awareness among then 
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Main features: It consists of 26 training rooms and 5 offices in the work- 
shop hangars. 


Cost: 141,901 riyals, financed by Algeria. 
Completion time: 3 months. 


Present status: It has been completed and will be inaugurated on the revolu- 
tion anniversary this year, 1983. 


G. Name of project: Internal roads at the Vocational Training and Workers 
Education Institute. 


Site: San'a’. 


Importance: It seeks to facilitate entry into project facilities and to im 
prove entrances and keep them clean. 


Main features: Surfacing entrance and roads between the hangars and build- 
ing sidewalks. 


Cost: 342,648 riyals, financed by Algeria. 
Completion time: 2 months. 


Present status: It has been completed and will be inaugurated on the revo- 
lution anniversary this year, 1983. 


2. New Projects: 
A, Name of project: Kindergarten at yarn and textile plant. 
Site: San‘a’. 


Importance: The urgent need for this project becomes evident in light of 

the increasing number of Yemeni women entering the labor market and the in- 
creasing need of such women to have somebody care for their children while 
they are contributing to production. The establishment of a kindergarten 

at the yarn and textile plant alleviates the problems of the working women 

in providing care for their children. This kindergarten will provide health, 
psychological, social, recreational and food services to children up to the 
age of 6. 


Main features: Classrooms, a hall for the children to play in, an adminis- 
tration hall, a kitchen, bathrooms, a storage room and a garden. 


Cost: (2,993,110) riyals--2,493,110 riyals [according to spelled-out fig- 
ure]. 


Completion time: 1 year. 














Present status: The project's cornerstone will be laid on the revolution 
anniversary this year, 1983, to signal the start of implementation. 


B. Family development center. 


Site [sic]: Project will train women vocationally, culturally and socially 
g0 that they can develop their family resources, enhance their educational 
standards, manage their homes and raise their children and rely on them 
selves if widowed or if they encounter harsh circumstances. 


Main features: Administrative units, classrooms, training workshops, a 


library, a lecture and ceremony hall, a showroom for products, 4 warehouse, 
bathrooms and a kitchen. 


Cost: 1,304,787 riyals. 
Completion time: 8 months. 


Present status: The project's cornerstone will be laid on the revolution 
anniversary this year, 1983, to signal the start of implementation. 


C, Name of project: Kindergartens. 

Site: Ta'izz. 

Importance: The urgent need for this project becomes obvious in light of 
the increasing number of Yemeni women entering the field of production. The 
establishment of kindergartens in Ta'izz will alleviate the problems of 
working women in providing care for their children, considering that these 
kindergartens provide health, psychological, social, recreational and food 


services to children up to the age of 6. 


Main features: Classrooms, a children's play hall, a hall, administrative 
offices, a kitchen, bathrooms, a warehouse aid a garden. 


Cost: 1.5 million riyals, as allocated in tne 5-year plan. 
Completion time: 1 year. 


Present status: The cornerstone will be laid on the revolution anniversary 
this year, 1983, to signal the start of implementation. 


D. Name of project: Completion of al-Nur Institute for the Blind. 

Site: San‘a’, 

Importance: The present building housing the institute consists of two 
floors that are not adequate to absorb the number of people currently in the 
boarding section. The blind are human beings capable of work, production 


and self-reliance when given guidance and training and merged into soclety. 
Instead of letting blind people beg for help and assistance, the institute 
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will set up a training and follow-up section to train and develop the stu- 
dents and to turn them into citizens who contribute to the country's develop- 
ment plans. Consideration has been given to the possibility of future expan- 
gion in the boarding section, the workshops and the administrative roums. 


Main features: Boarding section, administrative rooms, a cafeteria, a cere- 
monies hall, vocational training workshops, a showrcom, classrooms, ware- 
houses and guard rooms. 

Cost: 5 million Yemeni riyals. 

Completion time: 1 year. 


Present status: The cornerstone will be laid on the revolution anniversary 
this year, 1983, to signal the start of implementation. 


3. Annual Project Plans: 

A. The ministry has prepared the 1983 plan within the framework of the 
second 5-year plan for 1982-86 concerning projects that require an imple- 
mentation budget. The ministry has drawn up its plan in light of its analy- 
sis of the appropriations in section 4 and of the priorities for spending 
on projects currently under implementation and on new top-priority projects. 
The ministry has approved bucgets for the following projects: 

1. Completion of houging for teachers and students: 4.22 million riyals. 
2. Pamily development center in San‘a’: (2.7) million riyals. 

3. Kindergartens: (1.3) million riyals. 

4, Completion of al-Nur Institute for the Blind: (2) million riyals. 

5. Strengthening the ministry: (2.78) million riyals. 

Total appropriations: (13) million riyals. 

B. The ministry has prepared the 1984 draft plan within the framework of 
the second 5-year plan for 1982-86 concerning the projects under implementa- 
tion and the new top-priority projects requiring implementation budgets. 

The ministry has drawn up this draft plan in light of its analysis of the 


appropriations in section 4 and of spending priorities. The draft plan in- 
cludes the following projects: 
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1984 Plan Approved Within Framework of Second 5-Year Plan and Appropriations 
Necessary for 1984 Plan 




















1984 
Project Total cost appropriations 
1. Student housing and cafeteria at Voca- 4,250,760 1,605,760 
tional Training and Workers Education 
Institute 
2. Teacher housing at Vocational Training (2,350,000) (2,500,000) 
and Workers Education Institute in San'’a’ 
3. Family development center in San‘a’ 1,034,787 (1,000,000) 
4. Kindergarten at yarn and textile plant 2,993,110 (1,000,000) 
in San‘a’ 
5. Kindergarten in Ta‘izz (1,500,000) (1,500,000) 
6. Completion of al-Nur Institute for Blind (5,000,000) (1,500,000) 
in San‘a’ 
7. Social guidance home in Abb (5,000,000) (1,500,000) 
8. Family development center in Ta'izz (4,500,000) (1,000,000) 
9. Family development center in al-Hudaydah (4,500,000) (2,500,000) 
10. Intermediate social services institute (13,000,000) (2,500,000) 
in San‘a’ 
11. Completion of social guidance home in (4,000,000) (1,000,000) 
San‘a’ 
12. Social security agency in San‘a’ (3,500,000) (1,500,000) 
13. Strengthening of ministry and its (12,000,000) (5,800,000) 
offices in governorates (San‘'a'’, Ta‘izz, 
al-Hudaydah) 
Total 63,898,657 21,155,760 


4. Architectural Blueprints for Projects: 


A. Blueprints have been completed for an upper floor at the present kinder- 
garten in San’a’ to be used for the San‘a’ Family Development Center. 


B. A model has been designed for kindergartens to be built in the cities 
of San‘a’ and Ta‘izz in accordance with the second 5-year plan for 1982-86. 


C. Blueprints have been drawn for student housing, the cafeteria, the water 
network and the overhead water reservoir and for the workers education build- 


ing. 
5. On-the-Spot Follow-up of Projects: 


Supervision of the construction of the teachers and students housing, the 
cafeteria, the workers education building, the enclosure around the Social 
Welfare Home in Ta’izz, the juveniles building in Ta'izz, the construction 
of the overhead reservoir, the (remale students) room at the institute, the 
water network and the roads and the co. struction of rooms and offices in 

the workshops of the training institute, as well as supervision of the reno- 
vations and the maintenance at the juveniles home and the kindergarten in 
San‘a’, 
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Second, Reports 


1, Memoranda and reports concerning the projects of the first year of the 
second 5-year plan for 1982-86, which include the following: 


A. The plan for the projects, 

B. The ministry's manpower plan. 

C. The plan for training and preparing manpower locally and abroad. 
D. The plan or foreign experts working in Yemen. 


2. <A report was sent to the Central Control and Accounting Agency at the 
agency's request and in accordance with the forms and instructions. The 
report contains details of the ministry's follow-up on the implementation 
of projects and its evaluation of fiscal year 1982. 


3. The ministry proposed to the Ministry of Municipalities and Housing that 
the latter select the sites and areas convenient and necessary for imple- 
mentation of the projects included in the second 5-year plan which the Minis- 
try of Social Affairs is to implement during this plan so that the sums 
necessary for the projects can be secured and the sites needed acquired from 
state-owned lands. 


4, The proposal made to the brother prime minister, No 2038 of 24 May 1983, 
requested approval of implementation of the projects included in the 1983 
budget as part of the projects of the second 5-year plan on the sites se- 
lected by the ministry--sites that are convenient for the citizens to bene- 
fit from these projects. 


5. The reports also include detailed files on each project. The ministry 
was notified by the Central Planning Agency, through memorandum No 2684 of 
4 July 1983, of approval for implementation. Consequently, the projects 
were declared for bids and other measures pertaining to implementation were 
taken, 


6. A report was sent to the General Federation of the National Development 
Cooperatives at the federation's request regarding the approved ministry 
projects for 1983. The report included complete studies on coordination once 
the planned projects are completed. 


7. A report was presented to the Yemeni permanent delegate to the European 
headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva so that he can follow up on 
International Labor Organization contributions. This report was sent at the 
request of the brother delegate. 


8, The Arab League was contacted at the request of its General Secretariat, 
expressed in cable No 167 of 12 January 1982, regarding the projects in the 
second 5-year plan that the ministry proposes be included within the Arab 
economic action plan. 
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9. A form was sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs so that it could 
no*ify the Arab Family Organization of the projects that the ministry wishes 
to set up in accordance with the (organization's) goal of serving the Yemeni 
people. 


10. At the request of the Central Planning Agency, the ministry prepared a 
detailed report on the projects that will be inaugurated on the 1983 revolu- 
tion anniversary. The report contains full details on the following proj- 
ects: 





Projects To Be Inaugurated 

The Vocational Training and Workers Education Institute in San‘a’: 

A. Teachers housing. 

B, Workers education building. 

C. Workshops. 

D. Surfacing of the institute's entrance. 

Projects for Which Cornerstone Is To Be Laid: 

A. <A kindergarten in San‘a’, 

B. Family development center in San‘a’. 

C. Center for the blind in San'a’. 

D. Kindergarten in Ta‘izz. 

2. Other reports: 

A. The ministry prepared a statistical report on the number of illiterates 
in the republic’s various sectors and parts. This report was prepared on the 
instructions of the Higher Committee for the National Campaign to Eradicate 
[Illiteracy and in accordance with prime minister's decree No 84 of 1982 on 
the compulsory eradication of illiteracy in the various sectors of the repub- 
lic. This report has been sent to the Ministry of Education. 

B. A report was prepared on the accomplishments of the Ministry of Labor, 
Social Affairs and Youth during the term of the president of the republic 
over the past 5 years. 

Third, Training 

1. A detailed report was prepared and sent to the Central Planning Agency, 


at the agency’s request and in accordance with the forms and instructions, 
on the training needs proposed for the period 1983-86. 
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2. 


The ministry proposed to the Central Planning Agency that a training 


course on statistical work be conducted in cooperation with the agency's 
statistics section to train Yemeni cadres in this sphere and to organize and 
strengthen the ministry's statistics department on applied scientific and 
technical bases with the objective cf developing a nucleus at the ministry 
for this specialization compatible with the ministry's organizational struc- 


ture, 


The Central Planning Agency has agreed to hold the course at its premises 
in September 1983, 


Fourth, Conferences, Training Courses and Meetings 


The ministry has taken part in numerous local and international conferences 
and symposiums in all its spheres of activity at all levels with the aim of 
making scientific and practical use of the expertise of others, of applying 
whatever is suitable in this expertise, of developing the existing activities 


and of fostering new activities. 
the following symposiums, training courses and meetings: 


§ 
2. 


17, 


18, 
19, 
20. 


Name 


Vocational training symposium 

Advanced management course 

Ninth session of Arab Labor Organiza- 
tion's Executive Council 

LOth session of Arab Labor Conference 
Conference on care of the retarded 
Impact of vocational training on 
enhancing productivity 

Management of research programs 
Vocational safety and health symposium 
Social security symposium 
International conference on aging 
Conference on technology in the Arab 
homeland 

Symposium on vocational safety and 
health in the Social Security System 
Social security symposium 

Conference on aging in the Arab 
homeland 

Conference on development of manpower 
amony retarded 

Meeting of execucive committee of 
Regional Office for the Blind 
Symposium on production of audio- 
Visual aids 

Vocational safety and health symposium 
Industrial security symposium 
Conference of Arab ministers of social 
affairs 


[Continued on following page] 


97 


Site 





Tripolt 
Riyadh 
Baghdad 


Baghdad 
Damascus 
Baghdad 


Riyadh 
Damascus 
Jordan 
Vienna 
Algeria 


Khartoum 


Baghdad 
Tunisia 


Tunisia 
Bahrain 
Jordan 

Baghdad 


Baghdad 
Tunisia 


In 1982-83, the ministry participated in 


Date 


9-13 Jan 1982 
23 Jan-5 Mar 1982 
25-28 Jan 1982 


6-16 Mar 1982 
19 Apr-22 Jun 1982 
24 May~-13 Jun 1982 


25 Apr-25 May 1982 
8-11 Jun 1982 
24-28 Jun 1982 

26 Jul-6 Aug 1982 
18-22 Sep 1982 
16-26 Oct 1982 


24 Oct-11 Nov 1982 
29 Oct-1 Nov 1982 


29 Oct-1 Nov 1982 

8 Nov-10 Nov 1982 
20 Nov-16 Dec 1982 
21 Nov 82-20 Feb 83 


22 Nov 82-22 Feb 83 
10-16 Dec 1982 








Name Site Date 


21. Symposium on social security issues Baghdad 24 Jan-3 Feb 1983 

22. Symposium on labor inspection Baghdad 13-28 Feb 1983 

23. Special training course for women Baghdad 26 Feb-9 Mar 1983 
cadres 


24. llth session of Arab labor conference Jordan 6-16 Mar 1983 
25. 10th session of Arab Women's Committee Tunisia 29 Feb-31 Mar 1983 


26. Course on manpower planning in the Baghdad 9 Apr-21 Apr 1983 
Arab homeland 

27. Administrative development symposium San'a' 30 Apr-5 May 1983 

28. Course on management and accounting Algeria 16 Apr-29 May 1983 
pertaining to labor and workers 

29. Scientific symposium on poverty and Tunisia 9-11 May 1983 
crime 

30. Meeting of regional researchers of Khartoum 4 May-5 Jun 1983 


Arab Employment Agency 
31. Meeting of Executive Committee of 
Middle East Regional Center Khartoum 4 May-5 Jun 1983 
32. Labor educational devzlopment of blind Baghdad 14-26 May 1983 
in the Arab homeland 


33. 69th session of International Labor Geneva 25 May-25 Jun 1983 
Conference 
34. Security Strategy for Arab countries Riyadh 22-27 Jun 1983 


Il. Socicz. Welfare 


The ministry's social welfare service is concerned with drawing up social 
welfare plans concerning maternity, childhood, juveniles and the retarded 
and aiding catastrophe victims and assisting the needy. The service is also 
concerned with conducting studies and holding symposiums to deal with the 
social problems and attain a model society through the following activities: 


1. Social Security: 


Credit goes to the administration of President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih for 
achieving an honorable living for the needy groups under the aegis of the 
republican system. Law No 2 of 1980 is the first legislation in the repub- 
lic to secure protective, social and health security for the individual and 
the family. From the protective aspect, the law leads to eliminating the 
causes that create poverty, need, ignorance and disease and protects the 
family from disintegration and deviation. 


The law assists needy individuals and families totally incapable of working, 
having no supporter or suffering from other social circumstances they cannot 
deal with and which are defined in this law. 


The following chart illustrates the number of cases, the sums allocated for 
1981-82 and the social security assistance approved for them. Before this 
date, secial security cases were not as organized as they are now: 
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The social security services also include the advancement of immediate emer- 
gency aid in cases where the circumstances require such aid and when a family 
cannot cope with such circumstances. The following chart shows the sums 
spent in social security pensions and in immediate emergency aid: 





Service Number of cases Amount 
Security Pensions 1,221 397,746 
Security Aid 54 21,820 
Total 1,275 419,566 


Total sums allocated up to 1982: (5,034,792) riyals. 
{l Sep 83 p 5] 
[Text] 2. Social Centers: 


The Social Centers Administration provides care and training to delinquent 
and homeless juveniles and to the blind, who are given social, psychological, 
health, educational and vocational care. 


1) Juvenile Welfare 


Social work with juveniles exposed to delinquency and homelessness is intend- 
ed to provide them with social, psychological, educational, vocational, reli- 
gious, cultural and artistic guidance, to maintain them in their original 
families and society and to turn them into productive citizens. 


The ministry offers its services in four homes for the welfare of homeless 
juveniles (San’a', Ta’izz, al-Hudaydah and Abb) where they are provided with 
educational, vocational, recreational, social and psychological services 
with the aim of enabling them to adapt and to reenter society effectively. 


The following chart shows the number of juveniles admitted to social guidance 
homes: 








Governorate Juveniles admitted 
San'’a’ 130 
Ta’izz 73 
Al-Hudaydah 77 
Abb 54 
Total 334 


Distribution of cases by age: 





Age Group 
Home Ei 12-15 15-18 Total 
San‘a’ 60 64 6 130 
Ta’izz 18 38 17 73 
Al-Hudaydah 46 24 7 77 
Abb 28 19 7 54 
Total 152 145 37 334 
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Distribution of cases according to type of release: 








Home Admission (Employment) Transfer Escape [from Home] Total 
San‘a’ 18 6 2 6 32 
Ta’izz 10 1 - 18 29 
Al-Hudaydah 13 2 - 2 17 
Abb 8 5 - - 13 
Total 49 14 2 26 91 


Distribution of cases according to educational stage: 


Elementary school grade 





Home First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Total 
San‘a’ 33 29 18 16 6 5 107 
Ta’izz 13 9 13 4 - - 39 
Al-Hudaydah 28 14 13 - - - 55 
Abb 4 21 6 2 - 5 38 
Total 78 73 50 22 6 10 239 


2) Care for the Blind 


Care for the blind seeks to develop individuals capable of work, product‘-5 
and self-reliance after they have been given training and preparation to 
merge into society instead of begging for help and aid. This is done through 
al-Nur Institute for the Blind in San‘a’. 


The following chart shows the number of people enrolled according to age 
groups: 


7-12 12-15 15-18 18 and over Total 





Number 9 10 ll 27 57 
Second, according to disability: 


Blindness Poor Sight Total 





Number 38 19 57 
Distribution according to sex: 

Male Female Total 
Number 53 4 57 
3. Woman and Child Care 


The ministry's efforts in the sphere of mother and child care seek to draw up 
plans capable of improving and raising the standard of services offered to 
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women and children out of belief in the importance of women's role in build- 
ing and developing soctety. These services are embodied in the women's de- 

velopment centers, the kindergartens and the women's associations, as shown 

in the following: 


1) Women’s Development Center 


To achieve the goal of developing the Yemeni woman and enabling her to per- 
form her role in society, the Women's Welfare and Guidance Center has been 
established in San'a' for the purpose of training women in various feminine 
activities and in the principles of child and home care. The center serves 
women aged 15-45. 


The following chart shows the services that the center offers: 














Activity Number enrolled 
Eradication of illiteracy 45 
Vocational training 62 


The following chart shows the number of graduates from the center: 








Vocational Eradication 
training | of illiteracy Total 
Number of graduating classes 4 2 6 
Number of women 100 92 192 


The center also trains enrolled women to work in kindergartens. Five of its 
graduates have been employed at the kindergarten. 


2) Kindergartens 


The ministry supervises a number of kindergartens that offer their services 
to working Yemeni women by providing care for their children while they are 
at work so that they can contribute to national production. These kinder- 
gartens provide children up to the age of 6 with social, health, food and 
recreational services. 


The following chart shows the distribution of kindergarten children according 
to age: 


Under 3 3-6 


—_—-_-——— - 


Over 6 Total 
Number 82 3 - 85 


Number of working and nonworking mothers: § te 





Working Nonworking 
34 50 
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Number of children enrolled according to monthly subscription: 


Full subscription Free Value of subscription Total 





Amount 65 20 100 6,590 


The kindergarten also enrolls poor children free of charge by way of assis- 
tance and to achieve the goal of social care for such cases. A total of 750 
children have been graduated from the kindergarten so far and have moved to 
elementary education after taking advantage of kindergarten services in 
previous years, 


{3 Sep 83 pp 5, 7] 
[Text] 3. Yemeni Women's Associations: 


The first women's association was founded in the republic in 1963 when the 
Yemeni Women's Association opened in San’a’, followed by the Women’s Associa- 
tion in Ta’izz in 1965 and al-Hudaydah Women's Association in 1977. The 
Ma’rib and Zubaydah women's associations were founded in 1980. 


These associations have offered Yemeni women numerous services on internal 
and external levels. These associations serve the 15-45 age groups and help 
to graduate women's leaders to participate effectively in developing and en- 
hancing soctety. 


The following charts show the various activities of the associations and the 
number of women benefiting from them: 


Number of beneficiaries from services of San'a’' Women's Association in 
1982-83: 








Service Number of beneficiaries Number of classes 
Eradication of illiteracy 140 4 
Sewing 200 8 
Wool work 50 2 
Typing 26 2 
Home economics 90 6 
Lectures 300 L 
Symposiums 200 1 
Total 1,006 24 


Number of graduates, i.e., women who have completed training period and 
attained required level in San'a’, 1982-83: 





Service Number of graduates 
Eradication of illiteracy 14 
Sewing 69 
Crafts 15 
Typing 14 
Total 112 
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Number of beneficiaries from Ta'izz Association and its branches, 1982-83: 








Service Number of beneficiaries Number of classes 
Eradication of illiteracy 384 10 
Sewing 242 6 
Crafts 12 1 
Typing 26 2 
Home economics 95 6 
English language 30 1 
Library 120 1 
Cultural and recreational 100 1 

club 
Lectures* 600 1 
Symposiums and films 400 1 
Total 2,009 30 
kSingle hall 


Number of women who have completed training and graduated from Ta‘'izz Asso- 
clation, 1982-83: 





Service Number of graduates 
Eradication of illiteracy 48 
Sewing 150 
Crafts and wool work 5 
Typing 26 
English language 30 
Total 259 


Number of women benefiting from services of al-Hudaydah Women's Association 
in 1982-83: 








Service Beneficiaries Number of classes 
Eradication of illiteracy 180 6 
Sewing and embroidery 190 6 
Home economics 60 4 
Lectures 200 1 
Total 630 17 
Seivice Number of graduates 
Eradication of illiteracy 20 
Sewing 85 
Total 105 [chart provides no 


further details] 


It can be seen from the preceding charts that there is a difference in the 
number of beneficiaries from the services of these associations. The Ta'‘izz 
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Association tops the list, having rendered services to 2,009 women in 1982, 
followed by the San‘a’ Association, with services to 1,006 women and then 
al-Hudaydah Association, which served 630 women. This difference in numbers 
is due to the difference in the financial and personnel resources of these 
associations, in addition to the variety of activities offered by the Ta'izz 
Association and the fact that this association has two branches outside its 
main headquarters: 


Ta'’izz Association 








Beneficiaries Number of classes 
Al-Turbah Branch, (sewing) 81 2 
Al-Mustashfa Branch 40 1 
Total 121 3 


The associations are concerned with offering their services in the sphere of 
health education. These services constitute a major part of the priority 
services offered to the family. Symposiums are conducted and numerous lec-~ 
tures are given on preventive medicine and on how to use the health services 
and health education regarding water and food. 


The associations also make efforts to conduct training courses on child edu- 
cation and education for preschool children in order to prepare Yemeni cadres 
capable of managing children's kindergartens and of raising healthy children, 
both physically and psychologically. The first kindergarten has been opened 
in San‘a’, Consideration has been given to making sure that this kinder- 
yarten meets all the necessary and ideal conditions so that it will be a 
model for subsequent kindergartens. 


BAIL 
C50: 4404/2 
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IRAN 


DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ‘MOSSADEQISM’, ‘KHOMEYNIISM’ EXPLORED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 301, 29 Aug 83 pp 30-31 


[Article by Dr ‘Ali Nuzizadeh: "Kashani and Khomeyni Were Behind the Over- 
throw of Mosaddeq”] 


{Text} Millions of Iranians gathered in the streets of the principal cities 
on Friday, 4 August 1983, to celebrate the anniversary of a patriot whom the 
late Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir described as the "father of revolutionaries”. 


This man who died more than 15 years ago and who lives in the hearts of the 
Iranians and the resistance with their various divisions is Dr Muhammad 
Mosaddeq, Iranian prime minister in the 1950s and the man who nationalized 
Iranian oil and expelled the British from Iran. 


[It should be noted that in that month (August 1953) British intelligence 

in cooperation with the CIA and some mullahs like Kashani and Khomeyni were 
able to overthrow the Mosaddeq nationalist regime and bring the Shah back 
to Iran. 


Now, # years after the “counterrevolution”" against Mosaddeq, the mullahs 
headed by Khomeyni have gained sole power after they got rid of the Shah. 


However, can Khomeyni discard the Mosaddeq approach for which the Iranians 
long increasingly? 


Mosaddeq’s attempt in one Third World country was unique: A man from an 
aristocratic family was able to practice democracy in its true meaning. 


If we study the experiences of the Third World, especially in some other 
Middle Eastern countries, we will find that the meaning of democracy and 
freedom is purely arbitrary, usually established by the ruler, for there is 
no presence or role for the people in its practice. However, in Mosaddeq's 
case, the people took part with their leader in his struggle, in his programs, 
in his peace, and in his war. 


For these reasons, when the abortive Iranian revolution began 5 years ago, 
Mosaddeqism was the only revolutionary approach that the Iranians were 
desirous of following. 
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We observed during the revolution and in the first months of the Khomeyni 
regime that many of the world’s intellectuals, especially Arab intellectuals, 
compared Mosaddeqism and Khomeyniism in their studies on the Iranian 
revolution. 


In one study, for example, it was said that "Khomeyniism is simply a continu- 
ation of Mosaddeq's movement and because the latter remained confined within 
the geographic borders of Iran, its influence was limited, whereas Khomeyniism 
because of its Islamic orientation and lack of faith in geographic borders 
will spread throughout the Islamic countries and the Middle East.” 


However, after 4 years of experience with Khomeyniism we can distinguish 
the essential differences between what is called Khomeyniism and Mosaddeqism 
and realize how quick the writer was to apply the principles. 


Khomeyniism is not a patriotic or nationalist movement so much as it is 

a movement of sectarian groups who are sure of the divine power of rule and 
of the need to place divine power in the hands of those whom God has chosen, 
namely, the faqihs (theologians) who are glorified by the praise of Khomeyni. 


As for Mosaddeqism, it resembles the other democratic movements in the world 
in affirming the "power of the people” and the need for this power to remain 
in the hands of those whom the people have chosen. 


Khomeyniism rests on the "Rule of the Faqgih", the supreme authority whom the 
people cannot limit or replace. But in Mosaddeqism, the people can get rid 
of the ruler whenever and wherever they please. 


Regarding religion, Dr Mosaddeq was the leader of a movement and those who 
came after him did not mix religion with politics. 


Mosaddeqism honors the homeland in its cultural and geographic sense and 
therefore refrains from meddling in the affairs of others. Nor does it want 
others to meddle in the affairs of Iran. It respects all patriots and 
nationalist movements, whereas Khomeyniism wants to export civil strife to 
the world. It equates nationalism with godlessness. 


In the 1950s while en route to New York, Mosaddeq met with the secretary 
general of the Arab League and said to him: "I am proud of our Arab brethren 
because they are with us in our war against British imperialism.” 


During the 2 and 1/2 years that Mosaddeq was in power, the Iranians were able 
to nationalize their oil and national wealth. Despite the machinations of 
imperialism against his nationalist rule, the man was able to build a demo- 
cratic country that won international respect. During the 4 years of his 
arbitrary and sectarian rule, Khomeyni has managed to ruin the country, isolate 
Iran from the world, and nourish sectarian chauvinism in the region. 


It is worth noting that Mosaddeq succeeded in freeing Iran from foreign 
influence by applying the theory of “independence of a society from a 
foreigner" which he called "negative equilibrism." This influence returned 
after the counterrevolution that took place against Mosaddeq in 1953, but by 
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1978 Iran had become in greater need of importing foreign goods than at any 
other time in the past. Under Khomeyni, Iranians are in need of foreigners 
for everything from their daily food to industry. 


This is the most important difference between Khomeyniism and Mosaddeqism, 

As Shahpur Bakhtiyar, one of Mosaddeq's ministers and followers closest 

to his ideas, said: "Mosaddeq gave us a lesson in democracy and non-align- 
ment. While he tried by ideas and deeds to inspire the peoples of the East 
with the spirit of freedom and nationalism, Khomeyni tried to put an end to 
all freedoms and to everything that 1s nationalist and liberating. Historians 
will write that two men came from Iran in the second half of the 20th century 
and were able to attract the attention of the world. One wanted the good 
while the other was the incarnation of evil." 


5214 
CSO: 4604/2 
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LRAN 


IRAN-LRAQ WAR, EAST-WEST ATTITUDES EXPLORED 
CF¥311258 Tehran KEYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 3 Oct 83 p 2 
{[Editorial: “The Realities of the War’] 


[Text] “I hope this war will prove to the Tehran leaders that Iran needs 
peace.” This sentence was uttered by Jimmy Carter, the former U.S. president, 
a week after the offtcial outbreak of Iraq's war against Iran. This statement 
was spoken in circumsrances when the Islamic Revolution was being attacked 
from all sides by the encmies of Islam. But the imperialist and Zionist 

mass media always attempted to introduce the Islamic Iran as a warlike country. 


Now three years have passed since the inception of the Ba’ athist Iraqi Army's 
invasion of Iran with 14 armored infantry and mechanized divisions which 
created fundamental changes in the political scene of Iran. Exactly in the 
very moments that the Islamic Revolution was under the enemy's severe attacks, 
the aggressor launched a heavy propaganda warfare to portray the Islamic 
Revolution as a bellicose one. Perhaps the lapse of three years is enough for 
us to reach the logical conclusion that the West never feels any need in ending 
the war, unless it sees a serious threat to its interests in the continuation 
of the war. In addition, whenever the prospects of the war, at least in the 
immediate future, are not clear for the Western imperialists and they have peace 
of mind during the war, they attempt to adapt their interests to the war 
conditions. What France and later Germany have done in the course of the war, 
exactly originate from this matter. 


Therefore, in our plannings, we should act in such a manner that the launching 
and continuing of such wars will not be profitable at all for the warmongers 
and will cost dearly for the East and West. 


At one glance, perhaps, it can be said that one of the major aims of the war 
was to change the politico-military balance of the region in favor of the 
reactionary states, and confound the forces of the Islamic Revolution, so that 
the great potential of the revolution may be wasted, its popularity in the 
world diminished, and finally its scope contained within the borders of Iran. 


It can be said that all those regimes that see their interests in the repression 


of people's righteous movements, rise in opposition to the Islamic Revolution. 
That is why Russia, which claims to support the world's liberation movements, 
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offers its Mig fighters, long-range missiles, artillery and T-72 tanks generous- 
ly to the Iraq: regime, and why the miserable French socialists enter the 

scene as the executors of Washington's Mideast policies by offering its Mirage 
and Super-Etendard fighters and over 6,000 military advisers. 


It is necessary here to point out the role of the propaganda network of the 
West, especially the United States, in this regard. 


The mechanism of the West's mass media and news agencies has always been to 
justify the reason of the Iraqi Ba'thist regime's invasion of Iran and to 
prepare grounds for the acceptance of a short ceasefire in moments when the 
enemy has been in a hopeless plight, in order to offer the invading enemy 
the opportunity for refreshment of its forces. 


The UN and the Security Council have shown indisputable cooperation with the 
Baghdad regime on this issue. Even despite the lapse of three years since the 
war, they have never called for the withdrawal of the aggressive army of Iraq 
and the end of the Baghdad regime's aggression. 


In its most explicit stance, the Security Council called for a ceasefire and 
launched propaganda over this issue. This means that under such critical 
conditions when the enemy was advancing in the soil of Iran and its expected 

to gain more advantages, in case of the acceptance of the ceasefire the UN made 
a visible attempt for the fulfilment of this aim of the enemy. 


But the propaganda warfare launched by the enemy and its supporters does not 
end at this point. The propaganda machine of the supporters of the Baghdad 
regime has made an uproar over the absurd claim that the young members 

of Basij (popular forces) have been sent to the fronts by force. But what 
the imperialist world has never been able to feel and perceive is the great 
spirituality which has been crystallized in Iran. Ignoring this spirituality, 
the enemy naturally presents unrealistic analyses of the existing conditions 
and causes its own forces to grow weak sooner. 


Although the West has always welcomed plans of inflicting a blow upon the 
Isiamic Revolution, it fears the consequences of the Ba’athist aggressive 
army's defeat. The formation of “rapid deployment forces" by the U.S. and 
later encouraging the European expansionist states to take steps toward this 
purpose, originates from this very incentive. 


Nonetheless, the West is sure that in case of an open and direct intervention 
in the Persian Gulf, it will receive such a severe blow that it will have to 
bear its consequences all over the world for a long time. 


In order to avoid the occurrence of such a phenomenon, it was necessary for 
the West to prepare a regional military force for sensitive moments. 
Instigation of the region's sheykhdoms to form the (Persian) "Gulf Cooperation 
Council” took origin from this very point. In other words, the GCC has been 
borne by the terror system of the region and by means of the West's propaganda 
machine and power network. Through its poisonous propaganda aimed at intro- 
ducing the Iraqi regime's war against Iran as the (Persian) "Gulf war" or the 
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"Arab-Persian war” and finally as an extensive war all over the region, the 
West attempted to project a horrible picture of the soldiers of Islam following 
each of their victories, thereby suggesting that the only way to encounter 

them would be the formation and strengthening of the CCC. This reasoning 

made the region's sheykhdoms to feel that they could probably stand immuned 

to the harms of events through the formation of a cooperation council. 

Whereas this council is firstly just a means for the execution of Washington's 
Mideast policy and in fact a disguise for the Saudi court whereby it might 

be able to make “investment” for the other GCC members. 


Nevertheless, the GCC is a suitable means for drawing the wandering oil dollars 
towards the West's military industries, because the council would have to 
embark on huge purchases to confront the danger that the West has pictures as 
standing before its eyes; and these purchases will certainly be more than the 
individual purchases by the council's members. 


But is the West hopeful that the formation of GCC can secure the interests of 
the NATO members? The answer is certainly negative, as the NATO's military 
designers have said that the military capacity of this council at its best can 
only be reckoned as a deterrent force for less than a week only. That is why 
the West lays so much stress on the reinforcement of its military bases in the 
region. 


The point that should be mentioned in this regard is that, as time passes, we 
observe the formation of a new kind of military force in the region called the 
"multi-national intervening force.” 


The formation of this force attests to the fact that its member countries are 
not able or inclined to put on a show of power in the region individually. 

At present, Washington incites Europe repeatedly to invest in the critical 
foci of the region. The aim of the Pentagon is to involve the military forces 
of the European countries in the Mideast gradually, thereby making their 
diplomacy more active in the region. 


Washington pursues another aim by involving Europe in the region's foci of 
crisis, namely, to introduce Europe's foreign policy gradually as a part of 
the foreign policy of the United States. 


Under the pretext of providing and securing the vital interests of Europe, 
which is lacking raw materials and is in need of energy, Washington leads it 
to the heart of critical centers. Making Europe sustain successive failures, 
Washington will finally prepare conditions in such a way that the weak and 
needy Europe will easily become subordinate and submissive to its own 
desires. The entanglement of the French socialist regime in the quagmire 

of Iraq's war against Iran is a proof of this fact. Perhaps Paris is now 
more inclined than the Baghdad regime to end the war in a relatively 
respectable manner, as it has invested its political life and international 
credit in this sensitive and critical region. 
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Due to its limited and insufficient information about the Mideast region, 
Europe has relied on the U.S.'s espionage services and this has enabled 
Washington to lead the European countries toward the center of crisis, without 
its own direct interference in some issues, 


The Iraqi regime's war against Iran is an outstanding example of this issue 
and perhaps this is the best opportunity to bring the reactionary regimes of 
the region down to their knees, because, should the dependence of these 
regimes on the West and East grow more, by inflicting a blow on the 
interests of the intervening countries, a direct blow will in fact be 
inflicted upon these regimes: a blow that may shake and finally overthrow 
the dependent regimes of the region. 


This issue is, in fact, part of the undeniable realities of the three-year-old 
history of the war. Undoubtedly, the continuation of the war and eventually 


the downfall of the aggressive regime can shed light on new realities for 
obse rvers. 


CSO: 4600/95 
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LRAN 


IRNA CONTRASTS MEDIA REACTION TO BEIRUT BOMBING, LRAOQI ATTACKS 
LD302323 Tehran IRNA in English 1953 GMT W Oct 83 


[Text] Tehran, 30 Oct (IRNA)--Last week the ruling government in Iraq bombarded 
the city of Behbehan and shelled the city of Masjed Soleyman in Iran martyring 
civilians including young students, women and children. Iran's public officials 
said immediately after the bombardment that the Islamic Republic would never 
reciprocate Baghdad's crimes against civilians in Iran, but that it would punish 
the Baghdad Government "in the battlefronts." The following is a trarslation 
from reflections on the issue as compiled at IRNA'’s news desk. 


And so has Saddam made just another havoc here. For the umpteenth time and in 
the wake of its ignonimous set-backs in the battlefronts and furious over its 
pathetic inability to confront the heresy-fighting combatants the remains of 
Saddam Husayn's waning army played another havoc in another part of our country, 
in a tyrannized and vulnerable civilian part of our country, the cities of 
Belibehan and Masjed Soleyman. This time, too, however, international organisa- 
tions and among them the so-called Amnesty International and the United Nations 
as well as the foreign media maintained silence in the face of this inhuman 
crime and as though thereby unmasked their own abominable and inhuman face. 


In contrast, however, only minutes after the explosion of a bomb in the head- 
quarters of the U.S. and French intervention forces in Beirut the propaganda 
shofars of colonialistic and imperialistic governments went blaring over the 
incident while the print media of those governments have been publishing and 
commenting on the incident in their front pages. 


To cite just a few of many more examples it would serve us well to recall re- 
peated reports on the issue by the BBC WORLD SERVICE on Monday, October 24, in 
which the radio invariably quoted U.S. official as having said that Iran had 
been behind the scene. 


The radio of the regime occupying Jerusalem (Tel-Aviv Radio) gave the news 
lavish coverage in its Arabic and English broadcasts on the same day. It has 
continued to echo Washington's belief of Iran's hand in the bombing incident. 
The radio on Monday also quoted the ASSOCIATED PRESS as saying that there are 
irrefutable documents attesting to Iran's involvement in the explosion. 
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Arab radios in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere in the region including 
Radio Kuwait, Radio Cairo, and Radio Jidda broadcast reports of the toll 
of casualties in the incident on Monday while the print media in the said 
countries showed a similar reaction. 


Surprisingly enough, however, when the irreligious flock of Saddam's forces 
spill the blood of the multitudes of our people in our cities no single word 
is heard from the propaganda loudspeakers of the world as reflections on such 
criminal acts. They observe total silence. Just another example of their 
cold-blooded outlook over the war crimes committed here was their seemingly 
tepid reflections on this last attack upon our towns by Saddam's armed forces. 
Saddam's aides in the Persian Gulf states even overlooked the news and 
omitted it from their radios. 


Meanwhile immediately after the bomb blast in Beirut many heads of states 
condemned the incident and voiced support for their masters. They described 
it as "a catasstrophic"” and “inhumane” incident. 


Iran's counterrevolutionaries and among them members of the defunct MKO 

and (Ali) Amini (self-exiled veteran politician) condemmed the bomb blast in 
Beirut in sharp contrast to their [word indistinct] avowals of concer for 
the protection of the rights of the oppressors. But, they said nothing by way 
of censuring Saddam for his missile attacke against Iran's cities. 


Having suffered set-back in their confrontation with the Islamic revolution, 
the U.S. imperialism as much as the French socialism have contented themselves 
to launching a propaganda war against the Islamic Republic. This time, too, 
they tried to exploit the Beirut incident as a sharp propaganda weapon against 
the Islamic Republic.... But since they could not substantiate their claims 
against Iran, they gradually modified their original charges, referring to Iran 
as "one of the elements responsible for the catastrophe,” as heard in the 
Persian language service of the Voice of America at 21:30 hours local time on 
this last Friday ... it employed markedly, milder words thus somewhat mitigating 
earlier accusations against Iran which had been lodged for the purpose of por- 
traying the Iranian Government as one supporting terroristic acts ... but 
Washington officials would better realize that such schemes will not prevent 
Palestinian activists from upholding their struggle, but will only scandalize 
their own propaganda machinery. 


CSO: 4600/96 END 
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